
The United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration
By Lis Bastion, BMCC Senior Program Lead – Planetary Health Local Action Plan

With its 2022 World Health Day theme of ‘Our Planet, Our Health’, the World Health 
Organisation has drawn attention to the link between environmental destruction 
and human health (it estimates that more than 13 million deaths around the 
world each year are due to avoidable environmental causes). Our health is clearly 
interconnected with the health of our planet.

There has never been a more urgent time to revive damaged ecosystems than now.

In June 2021 the United Nations declared the Decade on Ecosystem Restoration - the 
last ten years in the timeline of the 15-year Sustainable Development Goal agenda:

The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration aims to prevent, halt and reverse the degradation 
of ecosystems on every continent and in every ocean. It can help to end poverty, combat 
climate change and prevent a mass extinction. It will only succeed if everyone plays a part.

The UN is calling on us all to become #GenerationRestoration and Council’s Planetary 
Health Initiative is working across the whole community to explore options, like 
#AYearInADay, to engage everyone in playing a part. 

Bushcare celebrates its 30th birthday this year, 
which makes it one of Council’s longest running 
community-driven actions to conserve biodiversity 
and reverse ecosystem degradation. It’s also a 
part of Council’s ongoing commitment to work 
collaboratively to restore planetary health.  
Together we’re working to become 
#GenerationRestoration.
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Acknowledgement  
of Country 
The City of the Blue Mountains  
is located within the Country of  
the Dharug and Gundungurra 
peoples. The Blue Mountains 
City Council recognises that 
Dharug and Gundungurra 
Traditional Owners have 
a continuous and deep 
connection to their Country 
and that this is of great cultural 
significance to Aboriginal 
people, both locally and in  
the region.

Blue Mountains City Council 
pays respect to Elders past 
and present while recognising 
the strength, capacity and 
resilience of past and present 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in the Blue 
Mountains region.

Image: Lis Bastion Senior Program 
Leader – Planetary Health Local Action 
Plan with the ‘Bushcare Is’ sign
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To reduce our use of paper, Bushcare is launching an online registration and training system for volunteers. 

This process will allow us to easily keep your records up to date and secure, and ensure Bushcare Officers can access  
your emergency contact information in the field. 

We will also be adding online training modules throughout the year for you to complete, starting with Health & Safety  
at Bushcare, which you’ll need to complete when you do your registration. It takes around 20 minutes to complete. 

The online registration and training will be compulsory for everyone. We know it’s a change, but it’s one we’re very  
excited and positive about.

Moving to this system means we can make  
the registration and training for all volunteers 
much easier, it also means you can update  
your information quickly, and keeps all that 
information secure. It’s also good for the 
environment, which is extremely important  
to all of us.

We will provide help over the phone or in-person 
in the field to anyone who wants it over the 
coming months.

The ‘Bushcare Is’ sign is coming to a site near you
The Bushcare team is gathering feedback on the program 
to mark the 30th anniversary of Bushcare at Council. 

We would love to hear what the Bushcare Program  
means to you.

Your Bushcare Officer will bring the sign out on site 
and we’d love for you to write, draw, or perform what 

Thank you to all those who recently participated in Council’s Community Conservation Program Survey, which closed 
Monday 15 May 2022. These conservation programs include Bushcare, Landcare, Trackcare and Bush Backyards. 

Current active participants were invited to complete the survey and provide feedback about their experiences participating 
in these programs. Your input will inform a review and update of the Community Conservation Program to ensure these 
programs continue to deliver valuable outcomes for the Blue Mountains community and the environment. A draft of the 
updated Community Conservation Program Plan will go out for public consolation later in the year, though Council’s online  
Have Your Say forum.

first comes to mind when you think of Bushcare. Your 
Bushcare Officer will take a photo of you with the board, 
and these will be used for the end of year picnic and 
promotion and recruitment in the future. We’d love 
to have your smiling face in the photo, but it can be 
anonymous if you prefer. 

Community Conservation Program Survey 
By Sue Cunningham 

Bushcare Picnic – Save the Date
We’re excited to let everyone know this year’s Bushcare 
Picnic will be a little extra special. We’ll be celebrating the 
30th anniversary of Buschare at Council, and will hold 
the picnic at the original picnic site down in Megalong 
Valley Reserve. Remember the days of tables under the 
shady trees and awards being presented from atop the 
blue plastic chairs, the joyous mountain games and 
fabulous talks from many of our wonderful volunteers 
and expert friends? Come along to revive some of those 
old memories and create some new ones.

Save the date: Saturday 29 October –  
Megalong Valley Reserve.

We’re also calling out to all our current and former 
volunteers, and all those who have helped make Bushcare 
a success over the past 30 years. If you have some photos, 
stories or other interesting ideas you want to add to this 
event, please send them through to bushcare@bmcc.
nsw.gov.au or Alison on asteele@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or 
your Bushcare Officer.

Image: Jill in the field at  
Bushcare session in 2015  
Photo Credit: Amanda Hunt 

Image: Gillian And Emma Image: Picnic set up at Sun Valley 2016
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Council wins Environmental 
Education Award
By Emma Kennedy, BMCC Environmental Education  
& Engagement Officer

Bushcare is going paperless

At the end of last year, Council’s Connect with Nature 
Program was honoured with a LGNSW Award for 
Environmental Excellence - Highly Commended Award 
in the ultra-competitive Environmental Education 
category.  

Connect with Nature is a hands-on environmental learning 
program, developed by Council and run-in partnership 
with local schools and preschools across the Blue 
Mountains. 

Our goal is to inspire the next generation by connecting 
them to our special Blue Mountains environment and 
fostering their natural love of nature. The program offers 
learning experiences unique to our City within a World 
Heritage Area, and opportunities to explore our local 
water catchments, learn why they are special and take 
action to protect them for the future. 

The Healthy Waterways Team would like to thank all the 
Bushcare volunteers, together with staff from Council’s 
Bushcare team for the great support they have given the 
Connect to Nature Program over the years. Together we 
can continue to make a difference!

An update from Bushcare

Vale Jill Rattray 
Jill Rattray, a long-term and much-valued 
member of the Blue Mountains Bushcare Team  
as a Bushcare Officer sadly passed away after 
a long-term illness, on 4 March this year. Jill 
leaves behind a legacy in restoring  
and protecting our natural environment in the 
Blue Mountains through her work with our 
Bushcare groups, many from their inception.

Her horticultural expertise and bushland 
management knowledge, combined with her 
love of our natural environment and interest 

in people, were a valuable asset to our team. 
Jill also did great work in education, teaching 
at the Blue Mountains TAFE and working with 
the local retail nursery industry so the majority 
no longer stock environmental weeds. Her 
musical interests also extended to the Gang 
Gangs Bushcare band.   

Jill will be sadly missed by her colleagues, 
the volunteers who worked with her, and the 
community members she touched. 

mailto:bushcare%40bmcc.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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Drosera Species – Sundew - Delicate, but Deadly!
By Brian Jardine and Karen Hising, BMCC Bushcare Officer 

Talented cadets join Healthy Waterways Team
By Emma Kennedy, BMCC Environmental Education & Engagement Officer

The Healthy Waterways Team is super-excited to welcome two outstanding 
local Environmental Science cadets, William Goodwin and Alan Davis, to 
the team. William and Alan, both from the Blue Mountains, successfully 
nabbed what they call their “dream job” from a hotly contested and highly 
competitive field. 

Both Will and Alan will work part-time with Council gaining valuable 
knowledge and experience while completing degrees in Environmental 
Science. 

Welcome Will and Alan! We look forward to supporting your personal  
and career development.  

Image: Left to right: Council’s new Environmental 
Science Cadets, Alan Davis and William Goodwin  
at Glenbrook Lagoon

During walks through the natural areas of Jackson Park, 
Faulconbridge with his children, Brian Jardine from 
the Jackson Park Bushcare Group, noticed a number of 
beautiful and delicate plants on the edge of the walking 
track and took some stunning photos.  The plants were 
Drosera auriculata or Tall Sundews.  Other local species  
of Sundew include Drosera binata or Forked Sundew  
and Drosera spatulata or Spoon-leaved Sundew.  

All of these species are carnivorous and are known as 
“flypaper plants”, whereby insects become trapped on the 
sticky leaves.  The stalked glands protrude from the leaves 
with sticky secretions.  The insect becomes stuck and they 
die from exhaustion in trying to escape or the irritated 
tentacles slowly wrap around and bind the immobilised 
insect, where it is asphyxiated, as their spiracles (breathing 
opening) becomes clogged with the mucilage. 

An ode to Karen: a bush-caring team member
By the South Lawson Park Bushcare Group

Members of the South Lawson Park Bushcare Group have 
been privileged to work with some terrific BMCC Bushcare 
Officers since the group’s formation in 1995: Virginia Bear, 
Eric Mahony, Chris Dewhurst and Natalie Knipler. For 
approximately the last twelve years the group has been  
led by the skilled and dedicated Karen Hising.  

South Lawson Park is a special place for the Gundungurra 
community. The site covers a large area, with a wide range 
of challenging weed and erosion issues. Our bushcare 
plans have to harmonise with the environmental ideals of 
Council’s South Lawson Parklands Plan of Management, 
and utlising the group members’ extensive range of skills.

Karen incorporates all of these considerations into her 
bushcare management. She is always well organised, 
punctual, positive and thorough. Communication is a 
strong point, and at work sessions she makes sure that 
members are advised of relevant Council and bushcare 
policies. Karen conducts discussions on important issues 
and listens to alternative viewpoints, especially regarding 
future work plans. She has a tremendous work ethic, and 
really enjoys a session of comprehensive weeding.

Karen’s enthusiasm and knowledge gave us the confidence 
and know-how to tackle a large thicket of daunting weeds 

choking the upper catchment of Lawson Creek. This area 
has been negatively impacted by urban runoff and severe 
weed infestations for many decades. Bushcare members, 
including our diligent Duke of Edinburgh student, 
removed mountains of Privet, Japanese Honeysuckle and 
Blackberry. The area is now regenerating strongly, with  
Tea-trees, Bleeding Heart tree, Hakeas, Weeping Meadow 
grass and Australian Basket grass all growing well. The 
water quality of the creek has also improved. 

In 2010 Karen planned an ecological restoration project 
that proved to be very successful. The bushcare group 
staked out one hectare of the former Lawson golf course 
site, to exclude mowing. Natural regeneration of local  
bush plants was rapid as seed stored in the soil 
germinated, and a large variety of plant species grew, 
including hundreds of eucalyptus trees. 

Today, a thick belt of bush covers the site, providing an 
extra layer of valuable protection for Lawson Creek. 

To see Karen in action with other members of the South 
Lawson bushcare team, view our short film, ‘Bushcare 
Blue Mountains: South Lawson Park’( https://vimeo.
com/198653820). Thanks Karen, you’re a vital leader  
of our Bushcare team!

Image: Karen working in the thick of the weeds
Photo Credit: Peter Ardill Image: Planting Day at South Lawson Bushcare Site
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Drosera Species Talented cadets

Image: Drosera auriculata (Tall Sundew) 
Photo Credit: Brian Jardine

Image: Drosera spatulata (Spoon-leaved Sundew) 
Photo Credit: Brian Jardine

The sweet mucilage serves as a triple function of 
attracting the insect, ensnaring them and providing the 
enzymes to assist the digestion process.  The enzymes 
dissolve the soft tissues of the insect and convert it to 
a nutrient-rich soup that the sessile glands on the leaf 
surface help to absorb, leaving behind the exoskeleton.

These species often grow in soils of varying moisture and 
nutrient levels, so by trapping, killing and absorbing the 
nutrients from the dead insects, the plants are able to obtain 
additional sustenance to promote their health and growth.

The sticky substance looks like dew drops glistening in  
the sun, which is where the plant gets its name – Sundew.  
The word “Drosera” comes from the Greek “drosia”, 
meaning dewy or dew.  

They’re often beautiful and delicate, but deadly to insects.

References:   •  All About the Sundew Plant (carnivorous--plants.com)   •   Sundews (Drosera) - Carnivorous Plant Resource
More beautiful photos can be found in this website and Facebook page:  •  Fierce Flora - Wild Carnivorous Plants   •  Fierce Flora | Facebook

https://vimeo.com/198653820
https://vimeo.com/198653820
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Dashboard and Recognition Award Save our Koalas

Emergency Dashboard Meredith Brownhill -  
Seniors Week Recognition Award Being prepared and knowing what to do in the event 

of a natural disaster such as a bushfire, storm or flood, 
is one of the best ways that you can protect yourself 
and your family.

To support local residents, Blue Mountains City Council 
has launched the Emergency Dashboard, a new online 
resource which provides up to the minute, emergency 
information that is tailored specifically to the Blue 
Mountains region.

By linking to lead agency websites such as NSW Rural Fire 
Service, NSW State Emergency Service, Fire+Rescue NSW, 
Live Traffic and the Bureau of Meterology – among many 
other resources – the Emergency Dashboard allows Blue 
Mountains residents to access information about severe 
weather warnings, road closures, power outages and 
emergency contacts all in the one location.

During the recent weather events it has been accessed 
regularly and is becoming a popular tool for residents to 
keep informed and assist with making informed decisions 
with their planning for emergencies.

The emergency dashboard can be found here:  
emergency.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/

To further support the emergency dashboard a Get Ready 
Blue Mountains Facebook page has been developed to 
keep you up to date on community events and activities 
relating to disaster preparedness in the Blue Mountains. 
Find us on facebook here: facebook.com/GetReadyBM

By Karen Hising, BMCC Bushcare Officer 

Meredith Brownhill is many things. She’s a very caring 
person, a passionate volunteer, and tireless supporter  
of those around her.

Most recently, she’s become a Seniors Week Recognition 
Award winner!

Over the years, Meredith has dedicated herself to her 
friends, community and the local environment, and we 
think there’s no one more deserving of this recognition 
that Meredith.

Working with the Blue Mountains Conservation Society, 
Meredith has been involved with a range of voluntary 
work, as Education Officer, Leader of bushwalks and an 
ongoing member of the Plant Study Group. She was also 
the Founder and Coordinator of the Melrose Parkcare 
Group at Katoomba, working with the community in 
removing a range of weeds and planting many local 
native species to rehabilitate various areas of the Park,  
as well as lobbying for improvements.

Meredith is involved with the Upper Katoomba Creek and 
Katoomba Creek Bushcare Groups, the Seed Collectors’ 
Group and has attended other Bushcare Events. She’s  
also known to regularly weed and plant unloved footpath 
areas to improve wildlife habitat and local amenity.

And when she’s not volunteering, weeding and educating, 
Meredith supports many elderly friends and neighbours 
with practical assistance on a regular basis. 

Congratulations Meredith! We are so fortunate to 
have you as part of our Bushcare and Blue Mountains 
community.

“It’s the news that no Australian wants to hear,”  
Mayor Cr Mark Greenhill said. “Like many Australians,  
I’m heartbroken that our precious koalas have gone  
from being vulnerable to endangered.

“While we welcome the federal government’s 
announcement that finally acknowledges the urgent need 
to increase protection of koalas, and the extra funding 
that comes with that, this should have happened sooner. 
Key environmental groups have been pushing for the 
raised status for many years now.”

“I’m also acutely aware that we in the Blue Mountains 
have a special interest in the fate of koalas, with our 
own significant but depleted population, one that’s 
been recognised as the most genetically diverse koala 
population in the country and critical for the species’ 
survival.”

“During the black summer bushfires of 2019/2020,  
Council assisted Science for Wildlife with the successful 
evacuation of twelve Blue Mountains koalas to Taronga 
Zoo from the Kanangra-Boyd National Park, just before  
the destruction of their habitat. And we continued to 
watch in horror at the devastating loss of koalas and  
their habitat. Now we need to do all we can before  
it’s a case of too little, too late.”

“We need more protection for koala habitats, more 
incentives for landowners to assist with this protection, 
investment in wildlife corridors, stronger laws for 
overdevelopment, and more funding for research into 
how koalas can be saved from further habitat loss,  
climate change and disease.” 

“We need meaningful and holistic action, from all levels 
of government. We cannot let these beloved Australian 
creatures slide into the oblivion; future generations would 
never forgive us.”

Cr Greenhill also drew attention to the other threatened 
creatures, a full list of which can be found here:  
bmcc.nsw.gov.au/protecting-and-restoring-biodiversity

“Our local government area contains approximately  
10 per cent of the listed threatened species in New  
South Wales, including the Blue Mountains Water Skink, 
Greater Gliders and the Giant Dragonfly.”

Council is involved in a number of initiatives to protect our 
native rare and threatened species, as well as preventing 
species from becoming threatened in the first place.  
This includes our bushcare and swampcare programs,  
and the recent launch of our Citizens Science Project,  

Council calls for urgent action to save koalas  
Blue Mountains City Council is calling for urgent action after one of our most loved native animals joined  
the official endangered species list.

a new program that gives residents the opportunity  
to protect the creatures in their own backyard. 

“I’d like to thank our Council’s environmental staff and 
all our volunteers for their commitment to protect our 
threatened species,” Cr Greenhill said. “And I encourage 
anyone who would like to help, to join one of these 
groups. Our collective action can make all the difference.”

To find out more about what you can do to help go to: 
bmcc.nsw.gov.au/envirovolunteers

To join in with Science for Wildlife’s projects go to: 
scienceforwildlife.org/how-to-help/join-our-koala-
project

Image: Meredith accepting her Seniors Week Recognition 
Award from Councillor Fell

Image: Kali the Koala.  
Photo credit: Amy Davis

Image: Wally the Koala.  
Photo credit: Lisa Harrold
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Bushcare Contact Details:
Phone: 4780 5623
Email:  bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
Web:  www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au
 www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au

We would love to hear from you and encourage Bushcare volunteers to submit stories for publication in the Gecko.
Blue Mountains City Council has the right of final approval of this publication and reserves the right to make editorial changes including 

but not limited to, style and substance. Although care has been taken in compiling and checking information contained in this 
publication, Blue Mountains City Council shall not be held responsible or in any way liable for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies.

For more information contact your local Bushcare Officer or email bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  
Or to join Bushcare head to bushcarebluemountains.org.au/join-bushcare

JULY

Woody Weed Wander at Katoomba Golf Course 
Friday, 1 July @ 9 am – 12 noon
The Woody Weed Wander Bushcare Group will be returning  
to the Katoomba Golf Course to continue work along a creek and 
swamp.  Enjoyable, easy and satisfying work to remove a range of 
weedy shrubs and vines to allow a range of native species to flourish.  
This work will protect and buffer a local waterway and reduce the 
spread of weeds into nearby natural areas.  If you wish to join us, 
contact Karen at khising@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Garguree Swampcare NAIDOC event
Sunday 3 July @ 9.30am – 12.30pm
The opening of the yarning circle at The Gully. Please let Jane know  
if you would like to attend, at jlanderson@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or on  
4780 5623. 

Hazelbrook Weed Walk and Talk, Horseshoe Falls
Sunday 24 July @ 1 – 4.30pm 
You are invited to join the Hazelbrook Weed walk and Talk. Come  
along and learn about the weed and native plants that grow here  
and how to treat the weeds. Please let Nathan know if you would  
like to attend, at nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or on 4780 5623.

What's On! Check Bushcare Events website
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/events

Save the date
Saturday 29 October 2022  
Megalong Valley Reserve 

Bushcare is  
turning 30!

Celebrate at the Bushcare Picnic

Bring your memories and photos  
with you and let’s create more!
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