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F1 - Glossary

Active bushfire measure is where a person is required
to take an active part in the use of the system.  For
example, sprinkler systems which require activation.

Asset Protection Zone means the area forming a fire
break between the bushfire hazard area and a building
or other asset, in which the amount of fuel available to
burn in a bushfire is minimised to protect human life,
property and highly valued public assets.

Bush rock means any natural deposit of rock.  It
includes loose rocks on rock surfaces or on the soil
surface or that may have been removed from rock
outcrops by excavation or blasting.

Curtilage is the setting of the area around the
development site.

Development excluded land (in relation to land zoned
under LEP 2005) means any land;

a) zoned Environmental Protection - General, or
b) that is designated on Map Panel B of LEP 2005

as a Protected Area - Slope Constraint  Area, or
c) that is designated on Map Panel B of LEP 2005

as a Protected Area - Ecological Buffer Area or that
comprises a watercourse corridor, together with
any buffers required to protect the watercourse
corridor, or

d) on which any significant vegetation community is
located, together with any buffers required to
protect that community, or

e) that is the habitat of any threatened species,
population or ecological community, the
development of which would have a significant
effect on the threatened species, population or
ecological community as determined in
accordance with section 5A of the Act, or

f) on which any rare species of flora is located,
together with any buffers required by the Council
to protect that flora, or

g) on which there is located any significant
landscape or special feature which in the opinion
of Council is worthy of preservation.

Development excluded land (in relation to land zoned
under LEP 1991) means any  part of a lot;

a) that is land zoned Environmental Protection; or
b) that is, designated on the Map as Protected Area -

Environmental Constraint Area, together with any
buffers required by the Council to protect such
area; or

c) on which any Schedule 3 environmentally
sensitive vegetation unit is located, together with
any buffers required to protect that unit; or

d) that is the habitat of any threatened species,
populations or ecological communities within the
meaning of the Threatened Species Conservation
Act 1995, the development of which would have a
significant effect on the threatened species
populations or ecological communities as
determined in accordance with section 5A of the
Act; or

e) on which any rare species of flora is located,
together with any buffers required by the Council
to protect that flora; or

f) that comprises a watercourse or any buffers
required by the Council to protect that
watercourse; or

g) that has a slope in excess of 20%; or
h) comprising any significant landscape or special

feature, such as rock outcrops and escarpments,
which in the opinion of the Council is worthy of
preservation.

Disability is defined under the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992. “Disability” in relation to a person means:-

a) total or partial loss of the persons bodily or
mental functions; or

b) total or partial loss of a part of the body; or
c) the presence in the body of organisms causing

disease or illness; or
d) the presence in the body of organisms capable of

causing disease or illness; or
e) the malfunction, malformation or disfigurement of

a part of the persons body; or
f) a disorder or malfunction that results in the

person learning differently from a person without
the disorder or malfunction; or
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g) a disorder, illness or disease that affects a
person’s thought processes, perceptions of
reality, emotions or judgement or that results in
disturbed behaviour; and includes a disability that
presently exists; or previously exists but no
longer exists; or may exist in the future; or is
imputed to a person.

Deferred commencement allows a development
consent to be issued subject to the provision of
information or clarification.  Once the information
required by the deferred commencement is satisfied
applicants must apply for an operational consent before
work can begin on the site.

Ecologically sustainable development means
development that improves the quality of life, both now
and in the future, in a way that maintains the ecological
processes on which life depends.

Ecosystem means a dynamic complex of plant, animal,
fungal and micro-organism communities and
associated non-living environment interacting as an
ecological unit.

Ecological community is an assemblage of species
occupying a particular area.  ‘Endangered ecological
community’ is defined under the Threatened Species
Conservation Act.

Fragmentation means the process of progressive loss
and isolation of habitat leading to reduction in habitat
connectivity for some species.

Gross floor area (GFA) means the sum of the areas of
each floor of a building, where the area of the floor is
taken to be the area within the outer face of the external
enclosing walls (as measured from a height of 1,400
millimetres above each floor), excluding;

a) any columns or projections outside the general
line of the outer face of the external walls, and

b) lift towers, machinery rooms, plant rooms,
ancillary storage space, vertical air conditioning
ducts, and

c) car parking (including garages or car ports)
needed to meet the requirements of Council and
internal access to that car parking, and

d) space for loading and unloading of goods.

Habitat means an area or areas occupied, or
periodically or occasionally occupied, by a species,
population or ecological community and includes any
biotic or abiotic component.

Habitat corridor means an area or network of areas of
native vegetation or habitat that enables migration,
colonisation or interbreeding of plants and animals
between two or more larger areas of habitat.  Note:
Habitat corridors may consist of a sequence of
discontinuous areas of habitat (such as feeding trees,
caves, wetlands, and roadside vegetation).

Habitat tree or likely habitat tree means any tree
naturally occurring (being native vegetation or remnant
native vegetation) which has developed hollows in the
trunk or limbs and which is suitable for nesting birds,
arboreal marsupials (such as possums) or native
placental mammals (such as bats) or which is
supporting the growth of locally indigenous or endemic
epiphytic plants (such as orchids).

Heritage curtilage is the setting for the heritage item
includes all the elements contributing to its heritage
significance.

Indigenous species means a species that occurs
naturally within the immediate area, and which has
genetic material deriving from that area.

Inner Protection Area (IPA) is the inner component of
an asset protection zone, consisting of an area
maintained to minimal fuel loads and comprising a
combination of perimeter road, fire trail, rear yard or
reserve, so that a fire path is not created between the
hazard and the building.
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Interallotment drainage involves the creation of a
drainage easement and completion of drainage work to
ensure that any future building works which may occur
on the new lot will not cause drainage / flooding
problems to surrounding properties.

Natural ground level means the existing ground level
before the commencement of any works.

Non-potable is use of water for toilet flushing, clothes
washing, lawn and garden irrigation but not for drinking.

Notional Development Area is defined in LEP 1991
means that part of a lot not zoned Environmental
Protection and not designated on the Map as a
Protected Area - Environmental Constraint Area.

Outer Protection Area (OPA) is the outer component of
an asset protection zone, where fuel loads are
maintained at a level (usually less than 8 tonnes per
hectare) where the intensity of an approaching bushfire
would be significantly reduced.

Passive bushfire measure requires no human
intervention at the time of the bushfire.  For example, the
correct siting and design of a building.

Path of travel means a continuous pathway that can be
used by, and is accessible to, a person in a wheelchair,
but does not include a step or any other impediment
that would prevent the use of the pathway by a person in
a wheelchair.

Plant (or vegetation) community means a group of
organisms living together in a definable region or
habitat defined by its vegetation.

Population means a group of organisms, all of the
same species, occupying a particular area.

Private open space means those areas of outdoor
space clearly identified as belonging to a particular
dwelling that are used for private outdoor activity, drying
areas and pedestrian circulation, and may include
constructed open spaces such as balconies or decks.

Rehabilitation means the restoration or repair of a
system to a former condition.  Note:  Rehabilitation may
take several forms including regeneration, restoration or
reconstruction.  It may require the implementation of a
range of rehabilitation techniques such as revegetation,
weed control and the like.

Riparian vegetation means any vegetation occurring on
or adjacent to a watercourse.

Significant vegetation community (in relation to land
zoned under LEP 2005) means vegetation communities
listed in Schedule 5 of LEP 2005.

Significant vegetation community (in relation to land
zoned under LEP 1991) means vegetation communities
listed in Schedule 3 of LEP 1991 and referred to as
Environmentally Sensitive Vegetation Units.

Species means an animal or plant and includes any
defined sub-species and taxon below a sub-species
and any recognisable variant of a sub-species or taxon.

Threatened species, populations or ecological
communities means species, populations or
ecological communities specified in Schedule 1 or 2 of
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.

Virgin Excavated Natural Materials is excavated natural
material (such as clay, gravel, sand, soil and rock) that
is not mixed with any other type of waste and which has
been excavated from areas of land that are not
contaminated with human-made chemicals as a result
of industrial, commercial, mining or agricultural
activities and which do not contain suphidic ores or
soils as defined in Schedule 1 of the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act 1997.

Unformed roads are identified on maps held by
Council.  Unformed roads are not maintained.
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Abbreviations
used
throughout
this
document

AS  – Australian Standard
BCA – Building Code of Australia
DCP - Development Control Plan
DP - Deposited Plan
LEP - Local Environmental Plan
NatHERS - National House Energy Rating Scheme
PBP - Planning for Bushfire Protection
SEPP - State Environmental Planning Policy
SoEE - Statement of Environmental Effects

Abbreviations

Watercourse means a body of water or a channel,
being part of the natural ecological condition of a
catchment, and which comprises a creek, stream or
wetland with:

a) a defined bed or banks, or
b) endemic riparian vegetation within or adjacent to

the watercourse edge or banks which may
provide habitat for aquatic or terrestrial animals,
or

c) evidence of natural stream processes such as
siltation, erosion, gullying, pool or riffle zones,
and which conveys continuous or intermittent
water flows, but does not include piped drainage
lines.


