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WENTWORTH FALLS CEMETERY 

WF1 Introduction 
WF1.1 General 

This Wentworth Falls Cemetery section of the Conservation Management Plan should be read in 
conjunction with the General Section of the Conservation Management Plan. 
 
WF1.2 Location 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery is located at 278-312 Great Western Highway, Wentworth Falls.  The 
legal title is Site 1 MS 116. 
 
WF1.3 Bibliography 

Our Past Blue Mountaineers, V, VI, VII 
 
D.M. Armstrong, The First Fifty Years: a History of Nursing at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 
Sydney, from 1882 to 1932, RPAH Graduate Nurses' Association, Glebe 1965 
 
J.M. Bennett, 'Cullen, Sir William Portus (1855-1935)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, Melbourne 
University Press, Carlton, VIII, 1981, 167-8 
 
Lois Smith (ed.), Blackboards in Weatherboard: a Centenary History of Wentworth Falls Public 
School, 1887-1987 
 
Blanch, R. “The Building of the Railway across the Blue Mountains and its influence on the 
Economic Development of Western New South Wales to 1900” unpub MA Thesis, University of 
Sydney, 1977 
 
Silvey, Gwen 1996  Happy Days – Blue Mountains Guest Houses Remembered Kingsclear
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WF2 Physical Summary 
WF2.1 General 

The cemetery was inspected by the study team on 1 August 2001. 
 
WF2.2 Setting  

Wentworth Falls General Cemetery occupies an essentially rectangular site, although the northern 
boundary is slightly skewed owing to the alignment of the Great Western Highway.  The cemetery is 
now accessed from Mitchell Street, a minor street in an area of recent residential development south 
of the highway.  The earlier access into the cemetery was from the Great Western Highway, but that 
older main entrance has now been closed. 
 
The cemetery area is reasonably flat, although it slopes gently to the south and east from the higher 
side near Mitchell Street.  Houses and the local street are on the western side of the cemetery.  Some 
remnant native vegetation is present in the unused parts of the cemetery area, especially in the 
southwest and southeast corners.  Vegetation is principally eucalypts and acacia with some 
understorey shrubs and native grasses also present. 
 
The cemetery is clearly visible from the adjacent highway, despite a low stone wall and some screen 
planting beside the main road boundary.  Much of the site is enclosed by the surrounding vegetation 
and has no views beyond its own boundaries, except back towards the street on the west and north 
to the adjacent highway. 
 
WF2.3 Design and Layout 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery is trapezoidal in shape, owing to the curve of the highway which adjoins 
the northern boundary.  The dedication in 1889 of 10 acres (approximately 4 hectares) has fairly 
regular dimensions, being approximately 200 metres by 270 metres.  Apart from the highway skew, 
the cemetery was almost of a regular rectangular shape, and a standard form of layout was used.  The 
cemetery diagrams from various editions of the ‘Jamison’ Parish Map indicate that the cemetery was 
laid out with a main north-south running driveway (150 links wide) set in the centre on the northern 
boundary, and with a narrow reserve for plantation areas on all sides.  (Refer Figure WF 1)   
 
Additional reserved area for future cemetery expansion south of Mort Street remains unused (Refer 
Figure WF 2 and Figure WF 3) and still contains remnant indigenous vegetation such as eucalypts, 
and acacia species.   
 
Wentworth Falls Cemetery has a typical medium sized general cemetery layout, with several standard 
features found in the design of the cemeteries established during the late nineteenth century.  They 
include the division of the area into denominational subdivisions which were allocated according to 
the strength of the particular denomination in the surrounding district; a main roadway or drive, and 
reserved plantation areas.  Denominations now evident in the cemetery and indicated by signage 
identifying the separate sections are: Church of England, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Independent, Baptist, and Church of Christ.  Since 1981 the Church of England has been known as 
the Anglican Church of Australia. 
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Figure WF 1 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery Plan 
Wentworth Falls Cemetery 
General layout Parish Map, town of Wentworth Falls and Adjoining Land 
Source: City of Blue Mountains 
 
The highway boundary on the northern side of the cemetery is marked by a low, coursed wall of 
rock-faced sandstone masonry with sandstone pillars.  (Refer Figure WF 4)  The chain which would 
have been between the pillars is now largely missing.  Stylistically the fencing appears to be of early 
twentieth century date.  The other boundaries are not defined by any comprehensive fencing, except 
where adjoining properties have been fenced.   
 
The original main driveway led from the northern boundary through the centre of the site to the 
southern end of the cemetery.  The Church of Christ denominational section has been added to this 
end of the drive.  Minor driveways branch into and between the denominational areas.  Larger drives 
in the cemetery are paved with bitumen or a modern ‘red gravel’ surface, others are unsealed.  The 
driveway between the Catholic and Independent Sections has been extended to Mitchell Street and it 
now forms the new main entry drive into the cemetery.  Part of the driveway into the newer parts of 
the Catholic section (northwest and western part) has been surfaced with bitumen relatively recently.  
It also has a large concrete pipe dish drain beside it.  A koppers log barrier has been placed at the end 
of the drive, closing it to through traffic and making it difficult to turn vehicles around if this drive is 
used as the access for visiting recent graves in this section. 
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Figure WF 2 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery 
Plan showing known burials, May 2001 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council 
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Figure WF 3 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery Aerial Photo 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council  
The present cemetery extends south to Mort Street.  Land between Mort Street and Armstrong Street has been 
reserved for the future expansion of the cemetery. 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council 
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Figure WF 4 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery 
The sandstone wall to the Great Western Highway boundary with the photinia hedge behind. 
Most of the chains which once linked the gate piers have been removed. 
The gaps in the wall are due to vandalism in 2001 
1 August 2001 
 
 

 
Figure WF 5 

Stormwater channel cutting through Wentworth Falls Cemetery  
1 Aug 2001 
 
A concrete rendered shelter shed with an iron gable roof is situated beside the old main driveway in 
the centre of the cemetery, near the intersection with the new main drive from Mitchell Street.  It is a 
functional, but unattractive and intrusive landscape element. 
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Figure WF 6 

The driveway from Mitchell Street is on the right.  The original main drive from the Great Western Highway is 
in the midground with the shelter shed behind the junction. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Deliberate landscape planting evident in the cemetery includes a Photinia hedge along the highway 
boundary (Refer Figure WF 4 and Figure WF 6 and Figure WF 7) across the Church of England 
section and partly extending into the Catholic section, and a line of Cypress trees along the eastern 
side of the older main driveway (near the western side of the Church of England section).  There is a 
reasonably good survival of some smaller scale grave plantings and some bulb species.  As noted 
above, remnant native vegetation is present in the unused parts of the cemetery area.  An area of very 
swampy ground along the eastern side of the cemetery is unsuitable for burial, and is to be used as a 
bushland reserve. 
 

 
 
Figure WF 7 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery 
General view from northeast 
The row of Cupressus torulosa on the east side of the central drive is towards the right of the photo.  The 
monuments on the right of the photo are those of Captain Murray and his wife and behind it that of Dr Robert 
Lamb. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The denominational sections in the cemetery have been laid out relative to the old main drive.  The 
two largest sections the Church of England and Catholic sections were either side of the original 
main drive being east and west of it, and occupying the northern half of the cemetery area.  The 
other smaller sections are either side of the main drive in the southern half of the cemetery, except 
for the Church of Christ section which occupies the end of the driveway reserve as noted above.  In 
all sections the grave rows appear to have been laid out in relation to the main driveway (being 
perpendicular to it) and the grave rows have been oriented to face east (90°).  The east facing 
orientation of graves is traditional. 
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WF2.4 Monuments and Grave Furniture 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery contains about 2,500 monuments.  The cemetery includes examples of 
the common monument types known during the late nineteenth and the twentieth century, and some 
more unusual and elaborate forms such as family vaults.  Monumental masonry tends to reflect 
current developments in architectural style and changing cultural attitudes towards death and its 
commemoration.  Monumental masonry is also influenced by taste and fashion, and by religious 
beliefs and associated theological doctrine.  The materials chosen for monuments and associated 
elements such as surrounds are also of interest as they reflect the local economic circumstances, and 
the availability of materials, technology and skilled labour during various periods. 
 
In the late nineteenth to early twentieth century sandstone and marble headstones, sometimes with 
sandstone kerbing and cast iron surrounds were used.  From the early twentieth century, the desk (a 
small wedge-shaped monument) was introduced.  The most common form initially was of sandstone 
with a marble tablet.  Other design variants included those with marble surmounts or desks shaped as 
unfurled scrolls, including some in white marble.  In the earlier twentieth century the desk 
monuments are combined with stone kerbing and commonly have a cement slab with either gravel 
chips or tile infill covering the grave itself.  From the 1930s into the 1950s examples occur in other 
materials such as black, grey or red granite.  In the 1950s some manufactured materials such as 
concrete (later ‘granolite’) and terrazzo were used for cemetery monuments.  From the 1960s into the 
1990s, desk monuments (red, black granite) also begin to be combined with solid slabs as infill on 
grave kerbing.  Much of Wentworth Falls Cemetery is now dominated by desk monuments or slab 
and desk monuments, giving many burial areas a low scale.  More prominent monuments such as 
pedestals, columns or vaults stand out in these areas as interesting features within the developed and 
used cemetery sections. 
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Church of England Section 
 

 
Figure WF 8 

The Church of England Section from the northeast. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
In the Church of England Section several notable monuments occur in an area of larger plots which 
was established at the northern end of the cemetery, near the main highway.  They include:  
 
- The tomb of Robert Lamb, 1862-1907, missionary and physician who came to the Blue Mountains 
because he was suffering from tuberculosis.  This is a large square pedestal constructed of coursed, 
rock-faced sandstone masonry with a low pyramid top and a Latin cross surmount.  There is also an 
inscription to his twin sons, James Castor and George Pollux, who died in a cyclone in the New 
Hebrides.  Marble tablets with extensive verses and biblical inscriptions are set into each side of the 
pedestal.  These texts have translations and interpolations given in brackets to explain and emphasis 
their meaning more clearly.  Local tradition states that although Lamb was a Presbyterian, he wanted 
his tomb beside the main road, where the texts could be read by travellers such as swagmen who 
camped beside the boundary of the cemetery.  The texts read: 
 
“COME UNTO ME.  ALL YE THAT LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN AND I WILL 
GIVE YOU REST.  TAKE MY YOKE UPN YOU……FOR MY YOKE SHOULDER 
(GEAR)  IS EASY AND MY BURDEN (SWAG) IS LIGHT” MATT. XI. 26-30 
 
“THE YOUTHS SHALL FAINT AND BE WEARY AND THE YOUNG MEN SHALL 
UTTERLY FALL, BUT THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW THEIR 
STRENGTH THEY SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS EAGLES.  THEY SHALL  
RUN AND NOT BE WEARY: THEY SHALL WALK AND NOT FAINT.” ISA. XL. 30-34 
 
“FOR THE MOUNTAINS SHALL DEPART AND THE HILLS BE 
REMOVED; BUT MY KINDNESS SHALL NOT DEPART FROM 
THEE.  NEITHER SHALL MY COVENANT OF PEACE BE REMOVED  
SAITH THE LORD THAT HATH MERCY ON THEE.” ISA LIVI.10 
 
- White marble Latin Calvary cross (on three steps) to Rev. Stephen Childe 1928 and Harriet Childe 
1910, the parents of the noted archaeologist Professor Gordon Childe.  The cross has been broken 
by vandals, but lies nearby.  Gordon Childe died in 1957, after falling from a cliff near Govetts Leap.  
His remains were not recovered for some time. 
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- White marble Cornish cross on three steps, within an elaborate cast iron surround featuring 
shamrock finials, ivy wreaths and cross finials on the corner posts.  The cross commemorates 
members of the Perkins family, 1914, 1919, 1937 and 1940.  There are snopdrops present within this 
large family plot. 
 

 
Figure WF 9 

Grave of the Perkins Family with its elaborate cast iron surround. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
- Another white marble Calvary cross on a large splayed family plot to members of the Murray 
family, 1916, 1919, 1917, 1926, including Captain James Somerville Murray, ship’s captain for P & O.  
The marble cross has been broken by vandals. 
 

 
Figure WF 10 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery  
Grave of Elizabeth Lila Murray and Captain James Somerville Murray 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Other notable monuments within the Church of England section include a white marble pedestal 
with draped urn surmount to Carlotta Lackey 1912.  Another white marble Calvary cross, 
commemorates two missionaries, R J Tuck 1928 and J T Tuck 1938, the inscription noting that both 
were ‘interred at Karachi, India’.  A white marble headstone with a relief carved angel, and a cross 
with rays similar to that of a monstrance (used to carry the Host in church processions) 
commemorates members of the Sanderson family, burials from 1926 to 1956.  The Schwinghammer 
family plot is marked by a low rock-faced grey granite kerbing with cast bronze plaques 
commemorating family members buried between 1932 and 1949.  The monument was by the local 
mason, R Paterson of Katoomba. 
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Figure WF 11 

The large plot for the Schwinghammer family in the midground is a simple low granite kerbing with bronze 
plaques. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Another very substantial rustic style desk with scrolls and substantial stone kerbing commemorates 
Hugh Redhead Meredith 1889-1924.  The inscription notes that he worked for the ‘Indian Forest 
Service’.  
 

 
Figure WF 12 

Grave of Hugh Redhead Meredith, a distinctive example of the work of Patersons of Katoomba. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
A more vernacular monument is the cast concrete desk (probably homemade) to Edith Tidswell, 
1926, within the Hewitt family plot. 
 
Also in the Church of England section is a large cement rendered vault with steel doors on the 
eastern side.  It has no inscriptions or other identification.  Burial records do not indicate who is 
interred there.   
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Figure WF 13 

An unmarked vault in the Church of England Section.  Burial records do not survive to reveal who is interred 
in this vault. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
There is also a surviving 2 rail, timber picket surround, with spaced pickets and corner posts with 
faceted finials on the grave of James Byfield, 1958.  The surround is suffering damage from termite 
attack and weathering, and should be treated and conserved.  Appropriate measures would include 
poisoning of the termites and then painting of the timber with linseed oil. 
 

 
Figure WF 14 

The grave of James Byfield.  The timber surround is suffering termite damage and needs conservation work. 
1 Aug 2001 
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Catholic Section 
 

 
Figure WF 15 

The Catholic section of Wentworth Falls Cemetery from the southeast. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The Catholic Section of Wentworth Falls Cemetery occupies the northwestern part of the cemetery, 
west of the original main driveway.  Again, it is dominated by low-scale desk monuments.  There are 
also numerous crosses, including many white painted timber crosses, and several standard War 
Veterans’ headstones and desk monuments.  Near the centre of the section is a timber Calvary, 
containing a large crucifix.  This structure has been recently repaired and repainted.   
 

 
Figure WF 16 

The timber calvary in the Catholic section of the cemetery prior to recent repair work. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Notable monuments in the section include the very robust celtic cross with ‘IHS’ motif and knot-
work with a rock-faced kerbing, to John Thomas Middleton, 1928.  Another substantial monument 
with similar style substantial granite kerbing and cast bronze plaques commemorates Catherine 
Flynn, 1939 and Martin Flynn, 1937.  The mason was R Paterson of Katoomba.  There is one cast 
iron headstone, marked ‘ETNA’ on the back, which has a cross, florals and the ‘IHS’ motif.  The 
Etna foundry was based in Glasgow, Scotland, and exported iron headstones (and other products) 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  WENTWORTH FALLS CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   PHYSICAL SUMMARY 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 14 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

world-wide.  The headstone now has no legible inscription but burial records indicate it 
commemorated Mary Ann Kidd, who died in 1919. 
 
Presbyterian and Uniting Church (Methodist) Sections 
 

 
Figure WF 17 

The Presbyterian and Methodist sections of Wentworth Falls Cemetery from the northwest 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The Presbyterian and Methodist Sections of Wentworth Falls Cemetery are situated south of the 
Church of England Section.  The Presbyterian Section includes a number of high quality 
monuments.  Particularly notable is the cenotaph style monument, in very high quality sandstone 
(possibly ‘Marulan’ stone) to R. A. Redmond, B.A., 1869 - 1911.  This elegant monument was 
designed by Wilson & Neave Architects (probably William Hardy Wilson1).  It has a relief-carved 
wreath and Classical style, high quality incised lettering.  Part of the inscription reads: ‘Better than all 
the Golden Fancies of All Our Golden Dreams’.  The monument is slightly tilting.  It should be 
rebedded on a level footing.  This would require the services of a monumental trade professional, 
experienced in working with heritage monuments. 
 

                                                      
1 Neave & Berry Archive of drawings in Mitchell Library 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  WENTWORTH FALLS CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   PHYSICAL SUMMARY 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 15 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

 
Figure WF 18 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery 
Memorial for Reverend R.A. Redmond 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Nearby is a sandstone ‘broken column’ (symbolic of life cut short) with a marble plaque and chain 
surround between iron posts set on sandstone kerbing.  It commemorates N G Alston, 1908.  Two 
matching square white marble pedestals with pyramid tops in adjoining plots, commemorate 
members of the McRobert family, inscriptions 1919-1938, and also commemorating a son who died 
in Belgium in 1917; and the Ray family, inscriptions 1919 and 1921.  There is a sandstone vault with 
cast bronze plaques to members of the Andreas family (of the “Leuralla” property at Leura), and 
another sandstone vault with marble plaques to members of the Landseer family.  
 

 
Figure WF 19 

The vault of the Andreas family, builders of Leuralla at Leura. 
1 Aug 2001 
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Figure WF 20 

The vault of the Florence Landseer Stewart and Albyn Athol Stewart with the matching pedestals for the 
McRobert and Ray families in the background (on the right of the photograph).  The body of Florence 
Landseer Stewart was brought to Wentworth Falls from Edinburgh, Scotland where she died. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
A grey granite obelisk commemorates E S Hall, 1927, and E J Hall, 1943.  A rustic style rough-hewn 
granite celtic cross commemorates Malcolm Sinclair M.D., 1941.  This cross has been broken by 
vandals.  Thomas Davies, 1912, has a sandstone desk and kerbing which is being displaced by the 
growth of a cypress tree.  The desk should be reset, the kerbing and the tree should be left as is. 
 

 
Figure WF 21 

The grave of Rev. Thomas Davies B.A. which is being damaged by the Cypress tree planted in the centre 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Interesting monuments in the Methodist Section include another cast iron ‘ETNA’ headstone, with a 
low cast iron fence.  This Etna has a design using a draped urn and seraph motif.  Seraphs, which 
look like bodiless winged cherubs, are the highest of the nine choirs of angels.  They symbolise the 
flight of the soul to Heaven.  No inscription is now evident on this headstone (it would have been 
painted on and has now weathered away) but cemetery burial records indicate it commemorated 
Dorothy Rigelsford, 1899.  
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Figure WF 22 

The Etna monument on the grave of Dorothy Rigelsford 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Other monuments include a small sandstone vault with rock-faced coursed masonry and marble 
plaques to Charles Fitch, 1952 and Elizabeth Fitch, 1957.  There is also a low sandstone ledger 
monument to Emma Davidson, died 1950. 
 

 
Figure WF 23 

The vault of the Fitch family 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Other 
The remaining sections of the cemetery contain few notable monuments.  The Independent Section 
is dominated by desk monuments dating from the 1960s onwards, the Church of Christ monuments 
are relatively few in number and date from the 1940s onwards, the Baptist Section contains modern 
monuments dating from the 1980s onwards. 
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Figure WF 24 

The southwest section of Wentworth Falls Cemetery including the Independent and Jewish sections. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The cemetery also includes some examples of simple grave enclosures made using local stone pieces 
as surrounds.  Some of the more recent twentieth century slab and desk monuments, particularly in 
the Catholic section, include purpose built grave vases (square or rectangular) as part of their design.  
Overall, there is a high survival of this type of grave furniture, which has been little affected by 
vandalism which has affected some other types of monuments. 
 
As noted above, the cemetery also contains several standard War Veterans’ monuments, in various 
materials depending upon date of the burial.  They include trachyte and concrete with bronze 
plaques.  All have military insignia.  
 
The monumental masons noted in Wentworth Falls General Cemetery indicate access to some 
Sydney based masons as well as the work of local firms.  Masons noted include: F Arnold, Sydney 
(this firm had a local agent in Wentworth Falls); Andrews Bros., Sydney; F W Rose, Wollongong; 
Katoomba Monuments [actually Globe Memorials]; Dimarco Monuments.  The local mason, R J 
Paterson, of Katoomba has work dating from the early twentieth century in the cemetery, with a very 
large number of 1940s red and grey granite monuments.  In that period he is the dominant mason 
represented in the cemetery. 
 

WF2.4.1 Symbolism 

Wentworth Falls General Cemetery includes a range of fairly typical symbolic motifs, incorporated 
on the individual monuments.  The ‘open book’, symbolic of the Bible, Book of Knowledge or Book 
of Life; occurs as a marble tablet on the desk monuments.  Desks which are carved in the form of 
unfurled scrolls symbolise the record of the individual’s life.  Another motif, especially on 
monuments for married couples, are “clasped hands”, usually male and female, which symbolise 
either farewell on departing or welcome on reunion.  An example is the headstone of Harold Hayes, 
1920.  There are several draped pedestals or pedestals with draped urn surmounts.  The drapery on 
these monuments symbolises the veil of the next world.  Other motifs have been discussed above. 
 
WF2.5 Inscriptions 

The inscriptions in the cemetery also illustrate the social and cultural values and attitudes to death in 
the surrounding community.  The older monuments commonly include verses and biblical texts, 
which reflects the strength of religious faith in past eras.  Many of the verses deal with the pain of 
loss or the suddenness of the bereavement, as well as the hope for reunion and resurrection.  Many 
verses are of standard forms, for example: ‘Until the day break and the shadows flee away’.  Several 
monuments in Wentworth Falls Cemetery have inscriptions referring to the loss of family members 
during the Great War of 1914-1918. 
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WF2.6 Landscape 

The traditional main front entry of the cemetery faces the Great Western Highway and is fenced in a 
wall of cut sandstone blocks, portions of which have been recently illegally removed.  (Refer Figure 
WF 4)  A single strand of galvanised steel chain, only parts of which are still in situ, spanned the 
space between the castellated sections of wall.  The low wall is backed by a Photinia sp. hedge, one 
side of which is a replacement of earlier planting.  This was possibly undertaken after the widening of 
the Great Western Highway in 1986. 
 
Although this entry has now been closed and access to the cemetery is from Mitchell Street, the 
design of the cemetery is still centred on the broad north-south axis addressing the former entrance.  
There are deep storm water drains beside the drive.  A row of Cupressus torulosa lines the eastern side 
of this drive beside the Church of England section.  There is a mature conifer group which includes a 
golden cypress, in the north-west corner of the Church of England section close to the former main 
entrance.  The cemetery is bounded on three sides with eucalypts.  This provides the cemetery with a 
peaceful setting although increased housing development along Mitchell Street can be seen through 
the trees on the western boundary. 
 
This cemetery exhibits is a good survival rate of many plantings including Watsonia sp. and other 
bulbs such as Snowflakes (Leucojum sp.), rosemary and roses.  The Church of England section is the 
most extensively planted with plantings including Viburnum tinus, Prunus lusitanica, Azalea indica, 
Camellia japonica and Ilex sp.  Some of the Ilex (holly) bushes are severely affected with black sooty 
mould.  A grafted standard weeping birch (Betula sp.) planted on a grave is a striking individual 
planting.  Planting throughout the Roman Catholic section is sparse and consists of eucalypts and 
small deciduous trees which are struggling in the soil conditions.  Photinia sp. are planted beside the 
main north south path.  The Baptist/Independent section has a group of eucalypts with Photinia sp. 
planted in a line beside the main path. 
 
Several conifers are close to graves.  A cypress has contributed to the cracking of the grave surrounds 
of the Rev. Thomas Davies B A.  This should not be removed as it is of aesthetic value. 
 
WF2.7 Columbaria  

Wentworth Falls Cemetery has no columbarium. 
 
WF2.8 Buildings 

A concrete rendered shelter shed with an iron gable roof situated beside the old main driveway in the 
centre of the cemetery, near the intersection with the new main drive from Mitchell Street is the only 
building in the cemetery.  It is a functional, but unattractive and intrusive landscape element. 
 
WF2.9 Condition 

The majority of the monumental masonry and other fabric within Wentworth Falls Cemetery is in 
fair condition.  Some vandalism is evident.  The more elaborate and fragile monument forms such as 
marble or sandstone crosses have generally been targeted, since it is relatively easy to break the shaft 
of a cross and topple it from its base.  This has been the case for many of the marble calvary crosses 
in the cemetery as noted in the descriptions given above.  The group of monuments which is at the 
northern end of the Church of England section has been particularly affected, possibly because the 
nearby Photinia hedge screens undesirable activity.  Some of these monuments require components 
to be re-set.  Monuments in the Presbyterian Section which require intervention such rebedding have 
also been noted above.   
 
At the eastern end, the stone wall along the front boundary of the cemetery (beside the Highway) is 
being cumulatively dismantled through deliberate theft of stone blocks.  There is unformalised access 
for vehicles available near the eastern end of the wall which may be assisting the removal of some 
blocks.  
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The newer monuments (post 1970s) are generally in good condition.  Many graves indicate 
continuing interest and regular visits by relatives of the deceased. 
 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  WENTWORTH FALLS CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 21 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

WF3 Historical Summary 
WF3.1 History  

Like most of the villages in the Mountains, Wentworth Falls barely existed before the railway came in 
the mid 1860s, The solitary grave of James Fergusson, who was struck by lightning there in 1859, is 
merely a casual memory of the teamsters who plied the road from Bathurst and beyond to the coast 
in the pre-railway era (OPBM VII  137). 
 
Although the railway gangs brought instant population from 1863 to 1868 (Blanche, 96), there was 
only a handful of families holding acreage and the land was not sub-divided in earnest until the 
1880s, when characteristic holiday houses were built by Sydney people (Smith, 8-10), Services and 
guest-houses were also built and the proposed village of Brasfort was laid out in a grid-plan of 28 
blocks around what is now called Falls Road south of the highway (M L, ZPT W30/75). 
 
The layout of Brasfort left a buffer zone between the northernmost blocks, along Armstrong Street, 
and the highway to the north. Although the two central pieces of land, totalling 24.4 hectares (61 
acres), had been taken up by the Dougherty family they were flanked by two separate areas of 
government reserve. On 11 January 1889 4 hectares (10 acres) were removed from the large westerly 
reserve and dedicated as a cemetery, with a north frontage onto the highway. It contained seven 
denominational sections; these are, in descending order of magnitude, 
 
Anglican 3 acres  0 rods  0 perches 
Catholic  2 acres  0 rods  0 perches 
General  1 acre  0 rods  16 perches 
Presbyterian 1 acre  0 rods  0 perches 
Wesleyans 1 acre  0 rods  0 perches 
Independent  3 rods  0 perches 
Jews   1 rod  0 Perches  
(BMCC, plan F 16/327E). 
 
When the cemetery was laid out in 1889, Wentworth Falls consisted of some forty houses in a radius 
of 1.6 kilometres from the railway station, with a population of 150, not all permanent. There was a 
12-room hotel run by Peter Mulheran. A public school had been erected in 1887 on Boonara (Falls) 
Road, the only formed road apart from Bathurst Road in the entire village.  (Other roads, while 
appearing on titles were not necessarily formed by this time.)  Despite the number of people who 
came to the Upper Mountains to alleviate pulmonary disease the area was largely occupied by people 
with a reputation for a healthy enjoyment of a healthy environment, and the Nepean Times 
commented in April 1889 that 
 
on the Bathurst-road 10 acres has been surveyed for a cemetery but it has not yet been cleared and 
the health of this place is so good that there seems no necessity for any hurry in the matter, in fact 
people don't think about getting interred here at all (Nepean Times, 27 April 1889), 
 
The Nepean Times seems to have been quite right, in its appraisal since there were no interments for 
seven years after the opening of the cemetery and the first recorded burial was that of George 
Medcalf in an unmarked plot in 1896 Anglican 2, 5, ZZA; (OPBM V 52). 
 
The names of the first trustees for the Anglican, Catholic and General sections in 1889 include 
Charles Wilson, the innkeeper for the Anglicans; the local storekeeper, Thomas Cale, and the retired 
sea-captain James Murray, for both the Anglicans and the General section; and the hotel-keeper, 
Peter Mulheran for the Catholics. 
 
The General section remained largely uncleared, as it still is today, while a Church of Christ section 
was added to the west of the Presbyterians in 1950 and a Baptist section was created adjacent to the 
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Independent in the 1980s. The Jewish section delineated in 1889 does not seem to have been used 
and no longer appears on the cemetery plan (OPBM, VII) 
 
A part of the unused, but reserved area was recently subject to an Aboriginal Land Rights claim.  The 
claim was unsuccessful as the area will be needed for progressive expansion of the cemetery once 
existing burial areas are filled. 
 
WF3.2 Graves of significant persons 

There are at least five people of state significance in the cemetery: 
 
Sir William Cullen (1855-1935), lawyer, politician, chief justice of New South Wales, Lieutenant 
Governor, Vice-Chancellor and Chancellor of the University of Sydney for a quarter of a century.  
His wife, Lily (1865-1931), was a daughter of R.H.D. White, a well-known politician and landowner, 
of Tahlee at Port Stephens: she played a part in public life, most notably as Chief Commissioner of 
the Girl Guides' Association of New South Wales.  Sir William and Lady Cullen had a holiday home 
in Leura, to which they retired in the late 1920s.  When Lady Cullen died in Leura in 1931, she was 
buried at Wentworth Falls.  Sir William died four years later: after a state funeral ceremony at St 
Andrew's Cathedral in Sydney, his body was brought by train to Wentworth Falls cemetery in April 
1935. 
(Ang. B 1, 1-4; V 125-6; ADB VIII 167-8) 
 

 
Figure WF 25 

The grave of Sir William Cullen 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Elizabeth Lilla Murray (1852-1916) is remembered locally primarily as the wife of Captain James 
Somerville Murray (1832-1919), beside whom she is buried, but her significance in the state is far 
wider than her husband's.  Elizabeth Murray (her maiden name as well as her married) came to New 
South Wales in 1882 on a P & O ship commanded by Captain Murray.  In 1882 she was appointed 
the first matron of Royal Prince Hospital, where Florence Nightingale had given preliminary advice 
on the organisation of nursing.  Young, slim and elegant, with a gift for organisation and a charming 
personality, Miss Murray married Captain Murray in St Mark's, Darling Point in 1884.  According to 
one of her nurses present at the wedding and cited by Armstrong in The First Fifty Years, Elizabeth 
and James were cousins.  This is contradicted by their son-in-law H. H. Young in a letter to Blue 
Mountains Historical Society.  Elizabeth Murray continued as matron until 1886, when she went to 
Britain with her husband.  On her return in 1888, she became Matron of the Newington Asylum for 
Women and when Captain Murray finally retired in 1896 they jointly ran the Reformatory for 
Criminal Boys at Brush Farm.  After two years, they retired to Wentworth Falls, where Lillian Falls in 
the Valley of the Waters was named after Mrs Murray.  (Refer Figure WF 10) 
Ang.5, FG 6; V 6-9; Armstrong, The First Fifty Years, 29-51) 
 
Ehrenreich (Harry) Andreas (1879-1955), a prominent Sydney businessman and a distinguished 
resident of Leura whose fortune derived from the butchery business established by his grandfather.  
He built the first house called Leuralla in 1904 and, after that was destroyed by fire, the present 
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Leuralla in 1910.  He was a prominent and influential Presbyterian and helped to create Leura golf 
club.  (Presb. 1, 25; VII 6)  (Refer Figure WF 19) 
 
Peter Board (d.1945), the seminal figure in New South Wales public education in the first third of 
the twentieth century.  Board was the most important Director General of Education in the century, 
the creator of Sydney Teachers’ College in the grounds of the University of Sydney and a radical 
reformer in the field of secondary curricula.  He was largely forgotten in retirement and outlived his 
wife by thirteen years.  When he died in 1945, he was buried beside her at Wentworth Falls.  (Presb.: 
VII)   
 
Dr Malcolm Sinclair (d.1941), a celebrated physician specialising in respiratory diseases.  He was 
strongly in favour of sanatorium treatment for tuberculosis, was superintendent of the Queen 
Victoria Sanatoria at Wentworth Falls and at Thirlmere and founded Bodington Sanatorium at 
Wentworth Falls in 1909.  (Presb. 3, 23-24; VII 25) 
 
The parents of an internationally renowned archaeologist, Professor Gordon Childe, are buried at 
Wentworth Falls, where the Rev. Stephen (1845-1928) and Mrs Harriet Childe (1853-1910) had a 
holiday home, while resident at the Anglican rectory of St Thomas', North Sydney. 
 
Also known in a wider context, but not himself of more than local significance, is the Presbyterian 
missionary, Dr Robert Lamb (1862-1907), who deserves immortality not only for his mission but 
for naming his twin sons Castor and Pollux, who died in a New Hebrides cyclone in 1893 and are 
commemorated in Wentworth Falls, and for his intense social concern for the underprivileged:  
although a Presbyterian, he persuaded the Anglicans to allow his grave to be beside the highway in 
the Anglican section, with biblical excerpts inscribed on all four sides, so that swagmen camping on 
the verge might have edifying texts to read. (Ang. 5, FB 5; V 5-7)  (Refer Figure WF 7) 
  
Local people of note who lie in the cemetery include: 
 
Thomas Cale (d.1903), the first storekeeper in Wentworth Falls, whose store and cottage on the 
corner of Falls Road and the highway are still partially in existence and still used for commercial 
purposes.  Cale was influential in local school and Anglican circles and served for many years as a 
trustee of both the Anglican and general sections of the cemetery.  (Ang. 2, 5 ZZE; V 53) 
 
Clarence Wilson (1875-1951) was born in Wentworth Falls in 1875, the grandson of the early 
innkeepers of the Blue Mountains Henry and Sarah Wilson and a son of Charles Abraham Wilson 
and Jessie Wilson (nee James) who established the Wentworth Hotel, now known as the Grand View 
Hotel.  Clarence was one of the first children to attend the new public school in 1887.  He ran the 
garage and transport service on the highway, the first garage in the town, beside his brother's Grand 
Hotel.  (Ang. 3, 9.1-2; V 78; Silvey pp81-82) 
 
Henry King (1849-1897) and his brother, James King (1895-1963), who ran the first dairy in 
Railway Parade, Wentworth Falls, from 1883:  their family continued to operate the dairy for seventy 
years.  (Ang 3, 9.13-14; Ang B 6-7; V 81,168) 
 
James Henry Bloom (1855-1935) and his wife, Ellen Sarah Bloom (1856-1932), who were 
important hoteliers in Leura, first as licensees of the Hotel Alexandra and then as proprietors of the 
Coffee Palace which they renamed The Ritz.  (Ang. 3, 9.17-19; V 82) 
 
John Geggie (1851-1927) and his wife Eugenie Geggie (1857-1937), early storekeepers in Lawson 
and dedicated non-conformist church-supporters.  John Geggie was prominent in local politics and 
in the Lawson Progress Association.  (Presb. 1, 6; VII 68) 
 
Robert Redmond (1869-1911), a charismatic Presbyterian preacher, who despite his short time in 
the Mountains (where he came from Ireland via New Zealand in an attempt to recover his health in 
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1905), was widely mourned in 1911.  His gravemarker is of exceptional quality in Marulan stone; his 
memorial in Leura Mall paid for by local subscription is similarly striking; and the Presbyterian 
church in Katoomba, which he was instrumental in founding, still contains his fine memorial 
window, though the building is now secularised as a commercial building. 
(Refer Figure WF18) 
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WF4 Assessment of Significance 
WF4.1 Application of State Heritage Office Criteria 

Criterion Level of 
Significance 

WF4.1.1 Criterion (a): An item is important in the course, or pattern, 
of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area) 

 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery provides documentary evidence about the origins 
and nature of the local community over the past 100 years.  The monuments 
are a direct record of the local area's population, including its origins and 
composition.  The cemetery is the burial place of many historically 
significant local identities and business people.  Some monuments include 
biographical details and the adjacent groupings of monuments often reflect 
family connections. 

Local 

WF4.1.2 Criterion (b): An item has strong or special association with 
the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 
cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery contains the graves and monuments of 
individuals from all classes and social levels, providing a complete cross-
section of the society that has existed in the local area over the past 100 
years.  The cemetery contains some substantial monuments indicative of a 
prosperous local community.  The cemetery monuments are representative 
of the beliefs and tastes of the local community. 

Local 

WF4.1.3 Criterion (c): An item is important in demonstrating 
aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or 
technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 

 

The monuments and surrounds in the cemetery display the work of a range 
of local and non-local firms.  The majority are of typical and standard 
monumental designs.  A few display considerable creative and technical 
accomplishment, indicative of a high degree of skill in their execution, in 
particular the monument to R A Redmond in the Presbyterian Section.  
Wentworth Falls Cemetery also contains two examples of cast iron ‘Etna’ 
headstones. 

The squared layout, bounded on three sides by native forest vegetation and 
on the fourth by a low castellated stone wall provides a simple setting of 
local aesthetic significance. 

Local 

 

 

 

Local 

WF4.1.4 Criterion (d): An item has strong or special association with 
a particular community or cultural group in NSW (or the 
local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 

 

The detailed transcripts compiled by the Blue Mountains Family History 
Group indicate that the cemetery has some contemporary community 
esteem and that there is interest in the preservation of the information 
recorded by the monuments in the cemetery. 

Local 

WF4.1.5 Criterion (e): An item has potential to yield information that 
will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or 

 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  WENTWORTH FALLS CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 26 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local 
area) 

Completion of further research, including more detailed family history may 
yield new insights into local relationships and historic and social 
connections. 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery includes monuments to people of significance in 
the history of the local area, for example: R A Redmond; members of the 
Wilson family pioneer innkeepers and hoteliers in the Mountains; the 
parents of world famous archaeologist Gordon Childe; Dr Malcolm Sinclair, 
a superintendent of the Queen Victoria Sanatorium; and more recently, 
Harry Hamon, creator of the Skyway tourist facility at Katoomba.  There are 
also many monuments to people who died from tuberculosis at the 
Sanatoriums which had been established in Wentworth Falls to treat this 
disease.  

Some headstones in the cemetery are of relatively high quality in a local 
context.  The ‘Etna’ headstones reflect the world wide trade networks and 
marketing of appropriate cemetery products to the respectable middle 
classes during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Local 

 

Local 

 

 

 

 

Local 

WF4.1.6 Criterion (f): An item possesses uncommon, rare or 
endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or 
the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery does not qualify under this criterion.  

WF4.1.7 Criterion (g): An item is important in demonstrating the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s (or the local 
area’s) cultural or natural places or environments 

 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery contains representative examples of the range of 
monumental masonry available over the past 100 years.  The monuments 
chosen for the cemetery reflect the aspirations and economic circumstances 
of the local community. 

Local 

 
WF4.2 Summary Statement of Significance 

Wentworth Falls General Cemetery is a valuable component of the heritage of the City of Blue 
Mountains as it provides a direct historical record of the people of the district for over 100 years.  It 
includes the burials of individuals prominent in the local area and also the burials of some more 
widely known individuals. 
 
Wentworth Falls General Cemetery contains a representative range of many nineteenth and twentieth 
century monument types, executed by a range of monumental masons, including local and regional 
firms from Sydney and Wollongong.  These monuments are important for their ability to 
demonstrate the craft skills and the attitudes of past generations.  
 
Wentworth Falls General Cemetery contains the remnants of a simple but formal, late nineteenth 
century general cemetery design and layout.  There is a high degree of survival of individual grave 
plantings such as small herbs, shrubs, and bulbs.  The masonry wall along the front boundary is an 
important landscape element which should be conserved. 
 
Using the assessment framework provided by the NSW Heritage Criteria, the Wentworth Falls 
Cemetery qualifies as an item of LOCAL Heritage Significance. 
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WF5 Constraints and Opportunities 
WF5.1 The Burra Charter 

References in parentheses refer to the relevant articles of the Burra Charter.  Reference should be 
made to the copy of the Burra Charter in the Appendix 2 of Volume 1 of this report.  
 
WF5.1.1  The cultural significance of the cemetery should be maintained.  Provision should be made 

for its security, maintenance and future.  (Article 2) 
 
WF5.1.2 All conservation work should be based on respect for the extant fabric and should involve 

minimal intervention to existing fabric.  (Article 3) 
 
WF5.1.3 An appropriate visual setting for the cemetery should be maintained.  No new 

construction or other development which detracts from the heritage value or context of 
the cemetery should occur.  Environmental intrusions which will adversely affect the 
appreciation or enjoyment of the place should be excluded.  (Article 8) 

 
WF5.1.4 All fabric within the cemetery should remain in its historical location.  Relocation of fabric 

should not occur unless moving it is the sole means of ensuring its survival.  Any fabric 
removed under these circumstances should be returned to its correct location if changed 
circumstances make this feasible (Article 9 and Article 10) 

 
WF5.1.5 All features of the existing cemetery should be taken into consideration.  Fabric from all 

periods should be recognised as contributing to the significance of the cemetery.  (Article 
16) 

 
WF5.16. Where appropriate, reconstruction should be limited to the reproduction of fabric the 

form of which is known from physical and/or documentary evidence.  (Article 19) 
 
WF5.1.7 Any major work on a cemetery should be preceded by a detailed study or plan.  Existing 

fabric should be recorded prior to disturbance.  (Article 23) 
 
WF5.1.8 Disturbance of fabric should only occur to provide evidence needed to make decisions on 

the conservation of the cemetery.  (Article 24)  
 
WF5.1.9 The process of decision making and individuals responsible should be identified.  (Article 

26) 
 
WF5.1.10 Appropriate professional direction and supervision should be maintained at all stages of 

the work.  (Article 27)  
 
WF5.1.11 Records should be kept of new evidence and subsequent decisions.  (Articles 25 and 27) 
 
WF5.1.12 Copies of all reports and records should be placed in a permanent archive and made 

publicly accessible.  (Article 28). 
 
WF5.2 Significance 

Considering the significance of the cemetery, the following constraints and opportunities can be 
stated: 
 
WF5.2.1 Wentworth Falls Cemetery should be retained and conserved in accordance with 

established conservation principles. 
 
WF5.2.2 The setting of the cemetery should be maintained. 
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WF5.2.3 Existing elements of the previous cemetery landscape and landscape design, including 
plantings, should be conserved and should be sympathetically maintained. 

 
WF5.2.4 All cemetery monuments should be retained and conserved. 
 
WF5.2.5 All grave surrounds, including ironwork and stone kerbing should be retained and 

conserved. 
 
WF5.2.6 Monument layout and orientation should not be altered. 
 
WF5.2.7 The masonry wall along the front boundary should be conserved. 
 
WF5.3 Heritage Listings 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery is listed on the Schedule of Heritage Items under Blue Mountains City 
Council LEP 1991.  This schedule requires that works at the cemetery are subject to the heritage 
provisions of that planning instrument. 
 
It is also listed on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.).  While this listing has no 
statutory authority, listing on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) is considered 
an authoritative indication of a place’s significance. 
 
WF5.4 Zoning 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery is zoned Special Uses A, which is appropriate to its use as a cemetery. 
 
WF5.5 Ownership and Management 

The cemetery is owned and managed by the Council of the City of Blue Mountains.  The 
management of public cemeteries by local councils is intended to ensure they remain a public 
resource and that the public can continue to be involved in decision making which might affect the 
cemeteries. 
 
WF5.6 Condition 

WF5.6.1 Monuments 

The majority of the monumental masonry and other fabric within Wentworth Falls Cemetery are 
generally in fair condition, although some vandalism is evident.  The more elaborate and fragile 
monument forms such as marble or sandstone crosses have generally been targeted, since it is 
relatively easy to break the shaft of a cross and topple it from its base.  This has been the case for 
many of the marble calvary crosses in the cemetery as noted in the physical summary.  The group of 
monuments which is at the northern end of the Church of England section has been particularly 
affected, possibly because the nearby Photinia hedge screens undesirable activity.  Some of these 
monuments require components to be re-set.  Dowelling is desirable to provide increased strength.  
Monuments in the Presbyterian Section which require intervention such rebedding have also been 
noted above.  Physical intervention is recommended in order to halt the further decay of these 
monuments and in order to conserve notable monuments in the cemetery. 
 
Several monuments are gradually becoming brittle with age and would be vulnerable to future 
vandalism.  Some monuments and surrounds in the cemetery require action if they are to be 
effectively conserved.  Specific works which should be attended to include: 
 
- The surround of James Byfield’s grave is suffering damage from termite attack and weathering, 

and should be treated and conserved.  Appropriate measures would include poisoning of the 
termites and then painting of the timber with linseed oil. 
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- The monument for Rev R. A. Redmond is slightly tilting.  It should be rebedded on a level 
footing.  This would require the services of a monumental trade professional, experienced in 
working with heritage monuments. 

 
- The desk monument of Thomas Davies should be reset, the kerbing and the tree should be 

left as is. 
 
The newer monuments (post 1970s) are generally in good condition.  Many graves indicate 
continuing interest and regular visits by relatives of the deceased. 
 

WF5.6.2 Vegetation 

The plantation reserves around the perimeter of the cemetery are quite narrow and could be 
reinforced to improve privacy between the cemetery and adjacent residential areas.  The formal 
plantings along the highway boundary should also be reinforced to better screen the highway from 
the cemetery. 
 
Some self-sown seedling trees such as acacias were noted growing within graves in Wentworth Falls 
cemetery.  Where they may disrupt monuments in the future they should be removed.  Otherwise the 
native vegetation which survives within the cemetery boundaries should generally be conserved. 
 
Most of the vegetation is in good condition.  Some of the ilex plantings are severely affected with 
black sooty mould. 

WF5.6.3 Buildings 

The only building on the site is in reasonable condition.  However, it is an intrusive element at the 
intersection of the two main axes through the cemetery and could be softened by appropriate 
landscaping. 

WF5.6.4 Other 

At the eastern end, the stone wall along the front boundary of the cemetery (beside the Highway) is 
being cumulatively dismantled, either through accidental damage or through deliberate theft of stone 
blocks.  There is unformalised access for vehicles available near the eastern end of the wall which 
may be assisting the removal of some blocks.  This access should be closed off permanently.  In the 
interim, the easy vehicle access near the eastern end should be closed off.  A temporary barrier using 
materials such as bollards or koppers logs would be adequate.  Parrawebbing or some other kind of 
protective temporary fencing should be placed around the damaged wall sections to prevent easy 
access, and to indicate that cemetery management values the wall and is attempting to secure its 
components from further disturbance. 
 
WF5.7 Future Burials 

The swampy area on the eastern side of the cemetery is not suitable for burials. 
 
An area at the south end of the cemetery has already been reserved for future expansion of the 
cemetery and provides adequate space for many years. 
 
WF5.8 Amenity 

Some more recent elements added to the cemetery are relatively mediocre.  A more sympathetic 
approach might improve some aspects, for example more appropriate treatment and screening of the 
cement rendered shed near the centre of the cemetery.   
 
View of the Great Western Highway from the cemetery detract from the amenity of the place.  This 
could be improved by reinforcing the planting between the cemetery and the highway. 
 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  WENTWORTH FALLS CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 30 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

WF5.9 Community Values and Desires 

The publication of cemetery transcripts (Our Past Blue Mountaineers) by the Blue Mountains Local 
History Society is evidence of the value which the community places on the cemetery.  This value 
should be recognised by the ongoing conservation of the cemetery. 
 
There is an additional need to provide an attractive burial place for the local community and the 
cemetery must be managed so that it can continue to serve that function. 
 
WF5.10 Location and Neighbourhood 

The location of the cemetery on the Great Western Highway and surrounded by residential sub-
division does not present any problems with its continued use as a cemetery.  However, this location 
makes it desirable that adequate screening is created and maintained around the perimeter of the site 
to create a peaceful place. 
  
WF5.11 Access 

Access to the cemetery is now via Mitchell Street rather than from the Great Western Highway.  This 
could cause some confusion, as the cemetery is sheltered from the suburban area by the retention of 
natural vegetation.  Informal access at the east end of this boundary has already created a problem, 
providing potential access for vandals, as evidenced by the removal of sandstone. 
 
Access and circulation through some cemetery sections could be improved.  For example, access for 
vehicles in the drive through the Catholic section has been blocked off by a koppers log barrier.  This 
is a problem making it difficult for vehicles to manouvre. 
 
WF5.12 Security and Vandalism 

The cemetery appears to be subject to sporadic vandalism.  Security aspects may need to be 
enhanced. 
 
WF5.13 Highway Widening 

The wall is understood to be threatened by future widening of the Great Western Highway.  It 
should be relocated on an appropriate new alignment, with all missing components replaced or 
reinstated if the original fabric is available. 
 
Ground penetrating radar has been used to survey a four metre strip of the land immeadiately south 
of the sandstone wall on the north side of the cemetery and has concluded that there are no 
unmarked graves in this zone. 
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WF6 Conservation Policies 
These policies should be read in conjunction with Section 1 of the Conservation Management Plan.  
The policies in Section 1 provide general guidance.  Policies specific to Wentworth Falls Cemetery 
are contained within this section. 
 
Specific policies are given in italics.  Additional notes are given in normal type. 
 
WF6.1 General 

Wentworth Falls Cemetery should be conserved in accordance with the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS and 
other appropriate guidelines including those published by the National Trust and the Heritage Council of NSW.   
 
Wentworth Falls Cemetery is an item of environmental heritage for the local area, and continues to 
provide an essential public service for the surrounding community.  The cemetery has local historic 
and social value for current and future generations.  As it is a place of cultural significance, it should 
be conserved in accordance with the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS.  This document is 
provided as Appendix G2 of Volume 1 of this Conservation Management Plan. 
 
WF6.2 Setting  

The present native plantation reserves to the east, south and west sides of the cemetery should be maintained, where 
necessary reinforced. 
 
Conserve the sandstone fencing to the Great Western Highway, realigning it if necessary for the widening of the highway 
(Refer policy WF6.7).  Provide sufficient space between gravesites and the sandstone fence to conserve and reinforce the 
photinia hedge between the sandstone fence and gravesites. 
 
One of the significant components of the cemetery is its setting amid remnant dry sclerophyll forest 
which screens out adjacent residential areas.  This screening should be maintained and, if necessary 
reinforced.  For future extension of the cemetery to the south, a perimeter of 20m of forest would be 
adequate and consistent with many early cemetery layouts where a plantation reserve of one chain 
was allowed. 
 
Additionally, the cemetery needs to be screened from the highway to provide a buffer from the noise 
of traffic.  The existing photinia hedge should be maintained and reinforced to provide this buffer.   
 
The sandstone fence is part of the setting of the cemetery, giving the cemetery a presence on the 
major thoroughfare.  It should be conserved.  If necessary it may be re-aligned for highway widening 
in accordance with policy WF6.7.   
 
WF6.3 Layout 

Maintain the general layout of the cemetery including its central roadway, secondary roads and paths. 
 
Allow some modification of the divisions of the cemetery to provide space for new burials for Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics. 
 
The layout of the cemetery reflects the values of the late nineteenth century when it was established.  
The roads and paths contribute to its character and should be maintained. 
 
Much of the area allocated for Anglican and Roman Catholic burials has been used up.  However, 
there is space in the general section of the cemetery which has not been cleared for burials.  Likewise, 
much of the Presbyterian section has not yet been used.  Some careful modification of areas to meet 
future demands could be allowed. 
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WF6.4 Planting 

WF6.4.1 General 

A landscape masterplan should be prepared which addresses the following requirements: 
- Perimeter planting should be strengthened to obscure views to and from suburban development and Mitchell 

Road.   
- Existing screen planting between the cemetery and the Great Western Highway should be conserved and, 

where necessary, reinforced   
- Supplementary planting along the principal axes of the cemetery (central north-south roadway and east west 

road from Mitchell Street) should be strengthened and formalized. 
- The shelter building at the intersection of the two main drives through the cemetery should be screened and 

softened. 
 
The originally reserved plantation areas around the cemetery were very narrow.  The strips could be 
widened as areas for the conservation of existing vegetation or they might be enhanced by 
development of a more interesting and coherent overall planting scheme which emphasises some of 
the older layout of the cemetery.  This should take high priority due to proposals to upgrade Mitchell 
Road.  It will also assist in screening views between the cemetery and surrounding residential areas.  
If the plantation areas are widened, a perimeter of 20m of forest would be adequate and consistent 
with many early cemetery layouts where a plantation reserve of one chain (approx 20m) was allowed. 
 
Action should be taken now to establish and extend an appropriate planting scheme along the 
realigned Highway boundary.  The plantings should be of a traditional cemetery character, or of 
species known to have been previously planted in the cemetery rather than any more recent types of 
landscape species such as those which have been chosen along the Highway in other areas of the 
Mountains. 
 
Consider undertaking supplementary planting of a formal nature along the principal axes of the 
cemetery.  Coniferous trees of a columnar growth habit, but not golden foliaged cultivars, would be 
suitable.  Consider using Australian native Callitris sp. eg. Callitris columellaris 
 
Planting is an appropriate way of softening or screening the intrusive shelter building in the cemetery. 

WF6.4.2 Trees 

The existing native trees around the perimeter of the cemetery and understorey vegetation should be maintained and 
where necessary reinforced.  
 
The character of the cemetery is derived in part from the surviving native plantings.  Maintaining 
these, with their understorey will ensure this character is conserved.  As noted in policy 6.4.1, the 
plantation reserve is quite narrow and reinforcing the plantings will assist in screening views between 
the cemetery and surrounding residential areas. 

WF6.4.3 Grave Plantings 

Restrict grave plantings to low scale bulbs, ground covers, grasses and shrubs which will not destabilize monuments. 
 
Except for the cypress on the grave of Rev. Thomas Davies, cut and poison grave plantings which are unsuitable, and 
have the potential to destablilise monuments, including self-sowing plants. 
 
Grave plantings must be restricted to a small scale creepers and shrubs to ensure they do not cause 
damage to the associated or nearby graves.  Larger plants also tend to obscure adjacent graves.   
 
Existing inappropriate plantings should be removed before they cause further damage.  This should 
be by cut and poison methods rather than attempting to remove root systems as this might also 
dislodge monuments.  The cypress on the grave of Rev Thomas Davies has already caused the 
damage and could be left with the grave surround repaired.  
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Remove self-sowing trees growing within graves where these are likely to disrupt monuments, apart 
from the cypress in the grave of Rev Thomas Davies. 
 
Some self-sown seedling trees such as acacias were noted growing within graves in Wentworth Falls 
cemetery.  Where they may disrupt monuments in the future they should be removed.  Otherwise the 
native vegetation which survives within the cemetery boundaries should generally be conserved. 
 

WF6.4.4 Grasses 

Ground cover should continue to be provided by existing low-scale native grasses, introduced grasses, creepers and small 
scale grave plantings. 
 
The use of low scale native grasses and creepers is recognised as a valuable method of reducing 
maintenance as well as maintaining the overall character of the cemetery.   
 

WF6.4.5 Weeds 

Do not allow the planting of known weed species on graves.   
 
Cut and poison self seeded acacia sp. growing on and close to graves. 
 
Wentworth Falls Cemetery does not have substantial problems with weeds apart from some self 
seeding of acacias as noted above.  Existing self seeded acacias should be carefully removed before 
causing further damage.   
 
WF6.5 Maintenance and Repair 

Maintenance of the cemetery should generally follow the policies of Section 1 of this report. 
 
Monuments which should be prioritized for repair work include: 
- Rev. R.A. Redmond 
- Childe family in north east corner 
- Captain James Somerville Murray 
 
WF6.6 New Elements 

WF6.6.1 General 

New elements such as seating, maintenance buildings etc within the curtilage of the cemetery should be carefully 
considered to ensure they do not intrude on the character of the cemetery. 
 
In general the introduction of new elements into the cemetery or its curtilage is not recommended.  
If new elements (for example seating) become desirable for future development of the site, the 
precise need, location and design would require careful future consideration in order that such 
elements did not diminish or obscure the cultural significance of the place.  There is already one 
‘memorial’ stone seat southwest of the junction of the two main drives of the cemetery 

WF6.6.2 New Burials and Monuments 

Continue burials in established areas of the cemetery.  New burials should continue pattern of existing paths and rows. 
 
All new work or fabric must be compatible with the existing character of the site.  

WF6.6.3 Columbaria 

Allow new columbaria which are sympathetic to the character of the cemetery.   
 
New columbaria should be located in the general section of the cemetery. 
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Columbaria are appropriate for the continued use of the cemetery, but there design and location 
should be sympathetic to the overall character of the cemetery.  They could be located in the general 
area of the cemetery and appropriately screened from the main burial area with native shrubs or 
trees. 

WF6.6.4 Minimum Maintenance Sections 

Allow the establishment of a minimum maintenance section within the independent section of the cemetery or within the 
area reserved to the south for future expansion of the cemetery.   
 
Any new minimum maintenance section should be clearly defined from the existing section of the cemetery (ie. not 
intermingled with existing rows.) 
 
A minimum maintenance section could be established at Wentworth Falls Cemetery.  However, it 
must be located where it has minimal visual impact on the overall character of the existing cemetery.  
It could be located towards the south area of the cemetery or in the land previously reserved for 
cemetery expansion.  Maintaining a border of native plantings between the main area and a future 
minimum maintenance section would ensure visual separation. 

WF6.6.5 Memorial Gardens and Walks 

Allow the introduction of a memorial garden or walk within a previously unused section of the cemetery. 
 
A garden area for the placement of ashes might be established in areas unsuitable for burials or not 
yet heavily used.  A model such as the Faulconbridge Cemetery gardens or the more recently 
developed gardens in Springwood Cemetery could be used.  Possible areas for a memorial garden or 
walk would include: 
- The area to the south reserved for future growth of the cemetery 
- the General Section 
 
WF6.7 Fencing 

Allow the realignment of the existing sandstone fence at the west end of the Great Western Highway boundary to allow 
for the widening of the Great Western Highway as shown in Figure WF 26 .  Retains sufficient space between the new 
fenceline and existing burials to retain and reinforce the plantings along the boundary.  Ease the alignment of the fence 
at the east end of the Great Western Highway boundary to align with the new alignment at the west end. 
 
Do not disturb the graves in the northeast corner of the cemetery for highway widening. 

 
  
Figure WF 26 

Diagram showing extent of allowable realignment of the sandstone wall on the north boundary of the 
cemetery. 
 
The wall should not be moved more than 4m to the south to ensure it is within the zone where 
ground penetrating radar has concluded that no graves exist.  This will also retain the existing 
plantings on the south side of the wall which provide an important buffer to the cemetery. 
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It is important that the graves of the Lamb, Childes, Perkins and Murray families in the northeast 
corner of the cemetery are not disturbed by highway widening.  The location of the grave of Lamb is 
significant as it was deliberately placed close to the highway to provide a message to roadside 
travellers. 
 
All of the site boundaries should be securely fenced to provide clear demarcation of the cemetery area. 
 
WF6.8 Signage 

Include on signage at the entry the following information: 
- Wentworth Cemetery 
- Plan showing sections of cemetery 
- A request not to damage the monuments  
- A telephone number for the relevant contact personnel at the Blue Mountains City Council 
 
Maintain signs indicating the various sections of the cemetery 
 
Provide and maintain simple row markers of an appropriate design. 
 
WF6.9 Uses 

The site should continue to be used as a cemetery. 
 
The significance of the site is in its use as a cemetery and this use should not change. 
 
WF6.10 Interpretation 

An informative and sympathetically designed sign or other interpretative media may be introduced to the site. 
 
Refer to the general section of this Conservation Management Plan for other aspects of 
interpretation. 
 
WF6.11 Access 

Maintain access to the cemetery from Mitchell Street. 
 
Consider the construction of an appropriately designed gateway to provide a sense of arrival at the Mitchell Street 
gateway. 
 
Mitchell Street has become the access to the cemetery following a previous widening of the Great 
Western Highway.  Access from the highway is no longer viable due to the potential traffic hazard.  
The new access from Mitchell Street works with a cross axis through the cemetery and has been 
incorporated into the cemetery layout.  However, the entry is presently non-descript and could be 
better designed. 
 
Close of the informal vehicular access at the east end of the Great Western Highway. 
 
While highway widening should eventually resolve the problem of vehicles entering the cemetery area 
from the east end of the Great Western Highway boundary, in the interim, this easy vehicle access 
should be closed off.  A temporary barrier using materials such as bollards or koppers logs would be 
adequate.  Parrawebbing or some other kind of protective temporary fencing should be placed 
around the damaged wall sections to prevent easy access, and to indicate that cemetery management 
values the wall and is attempting to secure its components from further disturbance. 
 
WF6.12 Security and Vandalism 

Encourage local residents to assist with monitoring activity at the cemetery. 
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Include a request not to damage monuments on the sign for the site. 
 
Provide gates which enable the cemetery to be closed to unauthorised vehicles after daylight hours. 
 
Wentworth Falls Cemetery remains in fair condition, with the majority of its monuments being 
intact.  The vandalism which has occurred could be easily repaired. 
 
The site is regularly maintained, and it is known that a ‘cared-for’ appearance assists in discouraging 
vandals.  The cemetery is also in an area close to residential areas, which probably provides some 
measure of surveillance of the site.  Local residents might also be asked to assist with the monitoring 
of activity at the cemetery site, and should be encouraged to report any untoward activity.  This could 
be requested in a letter-box drop to the property owners in the adjacent streets. 
 
Any future cemetery signage could include a request not to damage the site and might also suggest 
that it is regularly patrolled by Council rangers.  Rangers should be assigned to make periodic visits. 
 
More secure fencing as recommended above may assist in reducing vandalism at this site.  Access to 
the site outside daylight hours, particularly for unauthorized vehicles should be prevented if possible. 
 
WF6.13 Statutory Protection 

Endorse the zoning of Wentworth Falls Cemetery as Special Uses – Cemeteries under Draft LEP 2002. 
 
Endorse the listing of Wentworth Falls Cemetery as a heritage item on the heritage schedule of Draft LEP 2002. 
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1 KATOOMBA CEMETERY 

WF7 Introduction 
WF7.1 General 

This Katoomba Cemetery section of the Conservation Management Plan should be read in 
conjunction with the General Section of the Conservation Management Plan. 
 
WF7.2 Location 

Katoomba Cemetery is located at 2-16 Cemetery Road, Katoomba.  The legal title includes:  
Part Lot 7060, DP 751627 
Lot 1, DP 668399 
Lots 1, 2 & 3, DP218127 
Lot 1, 972550 
Lot 1, 668400. 

 

 
Figure KA 1 

Plan showing location of Katoomba Cemetery. 
The cemetery area is edged in a heavier line.  The original dedicated land is the rectangle in the southeast 
corner. 
 
WF7.3 Bibliography 

Our Past Blue Mountaineers, X to XIII iii 
 
Gwen Silvey, 'Convict Graves - Pulpit Hill', Hobby's Outreach, 7 iii, September-October 1991, 3-5 
 
Blue Mountains City Council, cemetery files, Katoomba. 
 
Mountaineer, 8 August 1902 
 
Blue Mountain Echo, 5 June 1925 
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WF8 Physical Summary 
WF8.1 General 

The cemetery was inspected by the study team on 1 August 2001. 
WF8.2 Setting  

Katoomba General Cemetery occupies a large rectangular site, situated on the ridge east of 
Woodlands Road, which is north of the Great Western Highway and the Blue Mountains District 
Anzac Memorial Hospital.  The cemetery is accessed from a minor street, now named Cemetery 
Street, which leads into the centre of the cemetery.  The originally dedicated area was rectangular in 
shape.  (Refer Figure KA 2)  Later allocations of more area on the northern side of the oldest 
sections, (Refer Figure KA 2) have substantially increased the size of the cemetery, although only a 
small portion of this addition has so far been utilised. 
 
The cemetery area slopes steeply to the south and east from the top of the ridge close to Woodlands 
Road.  Houses and the local street are on the western side of the cemetery.  Some remnant native 
vegetation is present in the as yet unused parts of the cemetery area, principally eucalypts with some 
understorey shrubs such as grevillea and lambertia and native grasses also present. 
 
The cemetery is not clearly visible from the surrounding areas, and it is not a townscape feature.  
From the highest parts of the cemetery area near the top of the ridge there are extensive long 
distance views to the east and north-east.  Mount Banks is particularly prominent in these views, with 
Mount Hay in the middle distance, then the Grose Valley and the Bells Line ridge.  The lower areas 
of the cemetery further east are enclosed by the surrounding vegetation and do not have views, 
except within and across the cemetery. 
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Figure KA 2 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Plan showing the general layout including the extension to the cemetery lands in 1960.  Only the section of the 
cemetery extension immeadiately to the west of the original cemetery allocation has been used for burials at the 
present time. 
Additional land indicated at 34 connecting the cemetery to Marmion Road was also resumed at that time.  
Parish map, Town of Katoomba, sheet 2 1968 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council 
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Figure KA 3 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Layout of known burials 
From this plan it is clear that the southern section of the cemetery is all but full. 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council 
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Figure KA 4 

Katoomba Cemetery Aerial Photo 
The northern addition to the cemetery is only partly shown in this photo.  An easement for power lines can be 
seen running east west across the addition. 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council  
 
WF8.3 Design and Layout 

Katoomba General Cemetery is essentially rectangular in shape.  According to the sketches on the 
‘Blackheath’ Parish Map (Refer Figure KA 2) the original dedication in 1884 was of about 8 acres 
(approximately 3.25 hectares) with dimensions, being approximately 200 metres by 250 metres.  A 
standard form of general cemetery layout was used.  The cemetery diagrams from various editions of 
the parish map indicate that the cemetery was laid out with a main west-east running driveway (1 
chain wide = 20 metres) set almost in the centre of the western boundary.  Unusually, at Katoomba 
there was no reserve set aside for plantation areas along any of the boundaries.  Otherwise the layout 
of Katoomba Cemetery was fairly standard for cemetery design during the late nineteenth century.  
The cemetery area was divided into denominational subdivisions which were allocated according to 
the strength of the particular denomination in the surrounding district.  Denominations shown on 
the cemetery diagram were: Church of England and Roman Catholic in the area south of the central 
driveway; General, Presbyterian, Wesleyan (Methodist), Independent and Jewish in the area north of 
the drive.  Other sections now present in the cemetery also include Baptist and Congregational.  
Since 1981 the Church of England has also been known as the Anglican Church of Australia.  Later 
additions of land increased the size of the cemetery, and resulted in some additional denominational 
sections, most recently a Greek Orthodox section. 
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The entrance on the western side of the cemetery is marked by timber gate posts, painted white.  
(Figure KA 5)  Stylistically the fencing appears to be of early twentieth century date.  Remnants of 
star picket and wire mesh fencing is present along some cemetery boundaries.  The main drive is 
surfaced with bitumen.  Older conifer plantings including cypress and pine exist beside the driveway.  
Other mature evergreen trees and conifers are present along the south and east boundaries.  In the 
lower part of the cemetery, especially the southeast corner, the area is covered by a grassy meadow, 
which includes Coreopsis flowers.  There appears to be little poisoning used in the cemetery area. 
 

 
Figure KA 5 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Entry gateway from Cemetery Road.  One of the early gateposts appears to survive on the left of the pedestrian 
gate.  A cypress id planted on the right of the drive. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The main drive leads into the centre of the cemetery area to a shelter building near the eastern end.   
 
Other built elements in the cemetery occur in the Church of England Section in the southwest 
corner including a toilet bock and the site of a work shed, now demolished.  At the top of the ridge 
in the southwest corner is a very prominent blonde brick columbarium for placement of ashes 
 
 Minor driveways branch into and between the denominational areas.  Some have asphalt surfacing, 
but most of them are unsealed.  Several are being kept mown.  In some areas such as the Church of 
England Section in the southwest corner of the cemetery, the minor driveways considerably reduce 
the number of available gravesites.  In the steeper parts of the site some of the driveways may also be 
contributing to the soil erosion problem.  Parts of the cemetery are considerably affected by soil 
creep due to the steep slope in some areas.  Attempts to counteract the problem are evident in the 
form of low terraced walls made using local stone pieces.  Some of these stones may have been re-
used from older vernacular grave surrounds within the cemetery.  Close to the main drive (north of 
it) loss of soil is causing the undermining of several monuments and the collapse of grave kerbs.  
(Refer Figure KA 26) 
 
The denominational sections in the cemetery were laid out relative to the main drive.  In most of the 
older denominational sections the grave rows appear to have been laid out in relation to the main 
driveway (being perpendicular to it) and the grave rows have generally been oriented to face north or 
northeast, except in the Presbyterian and No.1 General section where the grave rows face east.  The 
east facing orientation of graves is traditional.  In some areas, graves are laid out in double rows, back 
to back, which is a more efficient use of the available space for gravesites.  There are also some areas 
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specifically used for babies and children’s graves only, in several denominational sections.  These 
special purpose sections were a feature of twentieth century cemetery development and layout.  They 
reflected more coherent cemetery planning to maximise the best use of the available space for 
gravesites by standardising the overall cemetery layout. 
 

 
Figure KA 6 

Katoomba cemetery 
1964 section close to Woodlands Road 
1 Aug 2001 
 

 
 

Figure KA 7 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Church of England Section looking east towards Roman Catholic Section 
1 Aug 2001 
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Figure KA 8 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Church of England section from northeast 
1 Aug 2001 
 

 
Figure KA 9 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Metal row marker 
1 Aug 2001 
 
WF8.4 Monuments and Grave Furniture 

Katoomba Cemetery contains about 3000 monuments, making it the largest general cemetery within 
the City of the Blue Mountains.  The cemetery includes examples of the common monument types 
known during the late nineteenth and the twentieth century.  Monumental masonry tends to reflect 
current developments in architectural style and changing cultural attitudes towards death and its 
commemoration.  Monumental masonry is also influenced by taste and fashion, and by religious 
beliefs and associated theological doctrine.  The materials chosen for monuments and associated 
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elements such as surrounds are also of interest as they reflect the local economic circumstances, and 
the availability of materials, technology and skilled labour during various periods. 
 
In the late nineteenth to early twentieth century sandstone and marble headstones, sometimes with 
sandstone kerbing and cast iron surrounds were used.  There are several examples of iron surrounds 
in Katoomba Cemetery including some with ‘barley twist’ railings.  They are generally rusted, but 
otherwise stable.  No specific conservation action is necessary.  
 
From the early twentieth century, the desk (a small wedge-shaped monument) was introduced.  The 
most common form initially was of sandstone with a marble tablet.  Other design variants included 
those with marble surmounts or desks shaped as unfurled scrolls, including some in white marble.  
Several exist in Katoomba Cemetery in various sections; there are also some desks in the form of 
rustic stone cairns.  In the earlier twentieth century the desk monuments are combined with stone 
kerbing and commonly have a cement slab with either gravel chips or tile infill covering the grave 
itself.  From the 1930s into the 1950s examples occur in other materials such as black, grey or red 
granite.  In the 1950s some manufactured materials such as concrete (later ‘granolite’) and terrazzo 
were used for cemetery monuments.  From the 1960s into the 1990s, desk monuments (red, black 
granite) also begin to be combined with solid slabs as infill on grave kerbing.  Much of Katoomba 
Cemetery is now dominated by desk monuments or slab and desk monuments, giving many burial 
areas, especially the more recently used areas, a low scale.  More prominent monuments such as 
pedestals, columns or occasional larger crosses and sculptural elements stand out in these sections as 
interesting features within the overall cemetery landscape. 
 
In the older Church of England Section notable monuments include:  
 
- a granolite (concrete to which granite dust has been added) slab and desk monument with black 
granite plaque to H G ‘Digger’ Cooper, died 1978, with emblem of the Australian Commonwealth 
Military Forces.  Digger Cooper was a local war hero and a member of the local Aboriginal 
community.  The ‘Digger Cooper’ reserve at Leura was named after him. 
 
- Members of the Marx family are commemorated by a very large and high quality monument in the 
form of a large sandstone seat with a low relief carved laurel leaf motif.  Cast bronze plaques affixed 
to the wall of the ‘seat’ note burials between 1926 and 1954.  (Figure KA 10) 
 

 
Figure KA 10 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Grave of Marx family including the prominent estate agents Eugene Marx and Alfred Marx 
1 Aug 2001 
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- a white marble small child angel and scroll commemorates John Ronald Goldsmith, died 
16/2/1912 aged 8 months.  The Goldsmith family owned the timber yard in Bent Street. 
 
- a rustic cairn, with a relief carved fouled anchor commemorates Alfred Delve, who died at 
Bodington hospital in 1921 aged 26 years.  The monument was ‘Erected by his shipmates of H.M.S. 
FANTOME’. 
 
The oldest Catholic Section of Katoomba Cemetery occupies the southeastern part of the cemetery, 
south of the main driveway.  Again, it is dominated by low-scale desk monuments.  There are also 
numerous crosses, including some white painted timber crosses.  An elaborate monument in the 
section is the tall marble celtic cross which has a crucifixion scene, Irish harps, passion flowers, 
shamrocks and grapevines.  This commemorates Annie Birney died 1925 and George Birney died 
1918, ‘Both born in County Roscommon, Ireland’.  George had been buried elsewhere in the 
cemetery but was exhumed in 1923 at the request of his family and re-buried at this location (Wood 
Coffill records cited by BMHS. 
 
A marble angel and cross with marble kerbing, commemorates members of the Shumack family from 
1924 to 1962.  The monument appears to have been recently cleaned and renovated.  A marble angel 
and Calvary cross commemorates Constance Cosia, died 1929.  Another child angel commemorates 
Betty Curtain died 1937, aged 8 years and 9 months.  Olive Masman, died 1914 is commemorated by 
a white marble pedestal with draped urn surmount (now removed/vandalised).  A large sandstone 
rustic scroll commemorates Rev. James McGough, died 1910.  (Figure KA 11) 
 

 
Figure KA 11 

The rustic scroll monument on the grave of Rev James McGough 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The General Sections (No.1 and No.2) of Katoomba Cemetery are situated north of the main drive.  
Adjoining sections are Congregational and Baptist. 
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Two monuments are situated near the northeastern corner of the utilised cemetery area, some 
distance away from the other graves.  They are within an iron surround.  A marble headstone 
commemorates David Waugh died 1896; a marble scroll commemorates Rev. James Steel, died 1918.  
In the same part of the General section there are several older headstones dating from the 1890s and 
1900s.  A sandstone desk and kerb to Jean Bampton, 1908, appears to have a severe rising damp 
problem caused by a nearby excavated drainage channel which directs water flow towards this grave.  
A marble broken column, dated 1916, commemorates Eva Hallet and Violet Hallet.  A nearby 
sandstone broken column commemorates Andrew Neil 1916.  This has been damaged by vandals.  A 
marble obelisk in an iron surround records Roland Tyler, died 1894.  
 
Elsewhere in the General Section are other early headstones, including that of David Davies, died 
1888 aged 7 months.  This is a sandstone semicircular topped headstone with a hood moulding and 
relief carved florals.  Also early are the two High Victorian style gothic headstones with carved stars 
to John Knight died 1888 and Alexander Knight died 1887.  (Figure KA 12)  A large and robust 
sandstone cross within a surround with timber corner posts and iron picket fence panels, 
commemorates Mary Beatrice, youngest daughter of Charles Badham, D.D., died 1893.  (Figure KA 
13)  More unusual, and a rare survival, is a timber headstone to Florence Clarkson, 1891.  (Figure KA 
14)  A broken sandstone column to John Cliff accidentally drowned, 1920, was a ‘Tribute from 
Lodge Mudgee Druids to Brother Jack Cliff’. 

 
Figure KA 12 

The twin gothic style headstones of John Knight and Alexander Knight. 
1 Aug 2001 
 

 
Figure KA 13 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  KATOOMBA CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   PHYSICAL SUMMARY 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 48 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

The sandstone cross for Mary Beatrice Badham 
1 Aug 2001 
 

 
Figure KA 14 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Timber monument from 1890s. 
This very important monument is in surprisingly good condition but would benefit from some 
attention. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The Jewish Section contains very few burials and monuments.  There is a white marble headstone to 
Malcolm Wheeler, 1964, bearing a Star of David and a Hebrew inscription.  The Baptist and 
Congregational Sections also have relatively few graves.  There are examples of sandstone scrolls, 
some red and black granite and recent granolite slab and desk monuments.  Frederick Cottam died 
1956 is commemorated by a concrete desk with a marble plaque.  The plaque shows a scene with a 
house and a path leading from the house to the clouds above, with the words ‘Called Home’.  The 
inscription also notes that the deceased has ‘Gone from our house to dwell above’. 
 
The Methodist and Presbyterian Sections are situated close to the main driveway (north of it).  Again 
low scale desks and scrolls in marble, sandstone, black and red granite are the dominant type.  The 
Presbyterian Section includes a rustic style desk and stone kerbing for the family of Katoomba 
stonemason R J Paterson, apparently carved by him, for his father, Edwin who died in 1936.  (Figure 
KA 15) 
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Figure KA 15 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Paterson family grave apparently carved by R.J. Paterson for his father.   
1 Aug 2001 
 
The Methodist section includes the low rock walls and terracing referred to earlier in the description, 
and it also has a number of formalised concrete paths between the grave rows.  Headstones of 
sandstone and marble date from the 1900s and 1910s.  Larger monuments include the marble 
pedestal to members of the Peacock family 1920-1954; and a marble obelisk to Charles Duffill, 1905, 
which is within a very substantial concrete and pipe rail surround.  There are several cypress trees in 
the Methodist Section some of which have suffered storm damage and fallen onto cemetery 
monuments. 
 
The remaining more recently developed sections of Katoomba Cemetery contain few notable 
monuments.  The more recent twentieth century slab and desk monuments are generally in good 
condition.  Katoomba Cemetery also contains several standard War Veterans’ monuments, in various 
materials depending upon date of the burial.  They include white marble, trachyte and concrete with 
bronze plaques.  All have military insignia.  The cemetery also includes some surviving examples of 
simple grave enclosures made using local stone pieces as surrounds. 
 
The monumental masons noted in Katoomba General Cemetery indicate access to a geographically 
diverse range of masons.  They include several Sydney based masons, regional, and local firms.  
Masons noted include: J Andrews, Newtown; E Andrews, Rookwood; J Cunningham, Sydney; R 
Jones, Rookwood; Taylor and Son, Sydney; F W Rose, Wollongong; C J Shakespeare, Wellington.  
The local mason, R J Paterson, of Katoomba is represented by several 1940s and 1950s red and grey 
granite monuments.  More recent monuments are by Bax Brothers [Penrith]; Katoomba Monuments 
[actually Globe Memorials].  
 

WF8.4.1 Symbolism 

Katoomba General Cemetery includes a range of fairly typical symbolic motifs, incorporated on the 
individual monuments.  The ‘open book’, symbolic of the Bible, book of Knowledge or book of Life; 
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occurs as a marble tablet on the desk monuments.  Desks which are carved in the form of unfurled 
scrolls symbolise the record of the individual’s life.  There are several draped pedestals or pedestals 
with draped urn surmounts.  The drapery on these monuments symbolises the veil of the next world. 
In the Catholic Sections, motifs include the ‘IHS’ and the Sacred Heart.  Other motifs with obvious 
Irish connections such as harps and shamrocks were noted above. 
 

WF8.4.2 Inscriptions 

The inscriptions in the cemetery also illustrate the social and cultural values and attitudes to death in 
the surrounding community.  The older monuments commonly include verses and biblical texts, 
which reflects the strength of religious faith in past eras.  Many of the verses deal with the pain of 
loss or the suddenness of the bereavement, as well as the hope for reunion and resurrection.  Many 
verses are of standard forms. 
 
WF8.5 Landscape 

The cemetery is sited on an easterly slope with views over it toward the Bell’s Line of Road and Mt 
Hay from Cemetery Road, which bisects the cemetery in a west-east direction.  The steepness of the 
slope has caused severe erosion around graves to the north of the main entrance gates.  Other parts 
of the cemetery also suffer erosion problems – particularly parts of the Church of England section.  
The lower sections are bounded by good bushland that contains tree ferns and waratahs on its outer 
limits with the cemetery.  This land also appears to be swampy and not suitable for burials in part. 
 
Plantings around the entrance include a tree fern (Cyathea sp,) to its south The Cemetery Road leads 
to a well-detailed shelter building and is planted on either side with Yuccas and Conifers, including 
native Callitris sp. 
 

 
Figure KA 16 

Looking north-east toward the line of conifers that marks Cemetery Road.  Coreopsis, a spring flowering 
annual, has self-seeded throughout the cemetery 
Photo: C. Morris 
 
A fine specimen of Lawson’s Cypress, likely Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 'Pembury Blue' is just to the 
north of the sandstone shelter pavilion. 
 
A columbarium has been erected at the top of the cemetery and has a bare, unattractive appearance 
although there are fine views from it.  (Refer Figure KA 17) 
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Figure KA 17 

The columbarium at the top (south-west) corner of the cemetery 
Photo: C. Morris 
 
On the southern boundary of the cemetery beside the Church of England section there is a line of 
Bhutan Cypress (Cupressus torulosa) and Japanese Cedar (Cryptomeria sp.)  The Church of England 
section contains a number of plantings near the toilet block: Rhododendron sp., a rambling rose 
(possibly Dorothy Perkins), Camphor Laurel and May.  There are Holly (Ilex), Box (Buxus sp.)  
Rosemary and dark and light pink rambling roses growing in this section in addition to self seeded 
privet, Callitris, blackberry and cotoneaster.  
 
The lower section contains specimens of a very small leaved prostrate cotoneaster that is not 
damaging graves and provides a matt groundcover and picturesque addition to the cemetery.  (Refer 
Figure KA 18) 
 
Evergreen oak (Quercus ilex) has been planted in a line along the northern side of Cemetery Road 
beside the Independent section and along one of the cross paths between the Presbyterian and 
General Section No.1.  Arbutus (Irish Strawberry) feature in the Congregational section.  Additional 
plantings of natives have been undertaken to the north of Cemetery Road and some of these have 
been planted too close to graves eg.  a She Oak (Casuarina sp.) near the grave of Ludmilla Sluis. 
 
Individualistic plantings have been undertaken – the 1950 Bocker grave has a red floribunda rose 
which is typical of roses popular during the interwar years and there is an azalea on the grave of Irene 
and Alexander Jack. 
 
Prominent important native vegetation through the cemetery consists of waratahs and a Grass Tree 
(Xanthorea) on the edge of the Presbyterian section.  
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Figure KA 18 

(left) 
Although growing close to graves, this small leaved species of cotoneaster does not appear to be having an 
adverse effect. 
Photo: C. Morris 

Figure KA 19 

(right) 
Specimens of a pink flowered bulb, Dierama pulcherrimum (Wandflower) are also in this section (Middleton, 1950 
grave).  
Photo: C. Morris 
 
The land to the north of the cemetery which was dedicated as a cemetery extension in 1964 is largely 
uncleared.  Some four wheel drive access tracks run through the land and a strip running east-west at 
the south end of the land has had trees cut down to provide an easement for power lines.  Only the 
southwest corner of the land has been partly cleared for cemetery use and contains the Greek 
Orthodox section of the cemetery.  This bushland appears to be in good condition, apart from where 
the power lines cross and some infestations of blackberry are apparent.  Two creek lines show on 
topographic maps of the site and probably tend to be swamp areas. 
 
WF8.6 Columbaria  

At the top of the ridge in the southwest corner is a very prominent blonde brick columbarium for 
placement of ashes.  The intrusive siting of this structure could be reduced by some appropriate 
screen planting.  The extensive views from this part of the cemetery are a considerable asset.  The 
area would be appropriate for some more carefully designed development such as a memorial area 
for the placement of ashes. 
 
WF8.7 Buildings 

The main drive leads into the centre of the cemetery area to a shelter building near the eastern end.  
The shed is a quite substantial and handsome structure, built of coursed rock-faced sandstone with a 
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hipped terracotta tile roof with gablet ventilators.  Other detailing includes prominent corner quoins 
and lancet arched windows in the centre of the north and south walls.  There is timber seating along 
each side of the shed and a concrete slab floor.  Ivy is growing over the south and east walls.  It is a 
functional and attractive landscape element which provides a focal point within the cemetery area.  
The stone shed has suffered damage from large vehicles and has been poorly repaired using neat 
cement. 
 

 
Figure KA 20 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Sandstone shelter on main drive from northwest 
1 Aug 2001 
 

 
Figure KA 21 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Sandstone shelter on main drive from east 
1 Aug 2001 
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Figure KA 22 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Sandstone shelter building from south 
1 Aug 2001 
 

 
Figure KA 23 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Sandstone shelter interior from southwest 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Other built elements in the cemetery occur in the Church of England Section in the southwest 
corner.  There is a toilet block built of stretcher bond brickwork.  Next to it is the site of a former 
workman’s shed, made of weatherboard but now removed.  At the top of the ridge in the southwest 
corner is a very prominent blonde brick columbarium for placement of ashes.  The intrusive siting of 
this structure could be reduced by some appropriate screen planting.  The extensive views from this 
part of the cemetery are a considerable asset.  The area would be appropriate for some more carefully 
designed development such as a memorial area for the placement of ashes. 
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Figure KA 24 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Workshed from southeast 
 

 
Figure KA 25 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Toilet Block from northwest 
 
Condition 
The majority of the monumental masonry and other fabric within Katoomba Cemetery is in fair 
condition.  Relatively little vandalism is evident, which may be because as a larger cemetery, it 
receives a higher level of regular visitors, who are able to monitor the activity at the site.  No 
monuments were noted as requiring urgent conservation work; however, some overall suggestions 
are made below. 
 
The steep slope of much of the site has meant that several sections have problems of erosion, soil 
creep and subsidence.  This is not only unsightly, it also causes collapse of cement top slabs (grave 
infill) and displacement of stone kerbing which may lead to the collapse of headstones or larger 
monuments.  (Refer Figure KA 26)  Unsealed driveways are also contributing to erosion.  
Insufficient drainage is apparent and reports suggest that properties adjacent to the cemetery facing 
Marmion Road suffer runoff from the cemetery after heavy rain. 
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Figure KA 26 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Extensive erosion of footings to monuments at southeast corner of Uniting Church section 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Especially in the Methodist section some trees or tree limbs have fallen onto graves.  Monuments 
dissambled by trees or tree limbs should be reset/repaired. 
 

 
Figure KA 27 

Damage caused by fallen trees in the Methodist section of the cemetery 
1 Aug 2001 
 
The cemetery is not securely fenced.  Open gateways also allow unauthorised vehicles access after 
daylight hours causing additional damage to roadways and monuments. 
 
The stone shelter shed has suffered damage from large vehicles and has been poorly repaired in the 
past using cementious material.  Evidence suggests that it originally had leadlight windows which 
have been removed. 
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WF9 Historical Summary 
WF9.1 History  

Katoomba developed in a way quite distinct from the other townships in the Blue Mountains along 
the 1867 railway line.  The only house prior to 1877 was the level-crossing gatekeeper's stone cottage 
(demolished in 1891).  Unlike Blackheath and Springwood the area known as Katoomba after 1877 
had not been a major stockade site, although the alleged group of graves on Pulpit Hill just west of 
the future township has given rise to a folk belief in a substantial convict presence.  Since the so-
called graves are almost certainly stone formations made and regularly changed by local people or 
tourists after the Explorers' Tree became an equally suspect monument after the 1880s, no credence 
can be placed in the existence of this alleged early cemetery (quite unlike the situation at Blackheath 
and Springwood).  There is, however, an attested solitary grave on Pulpit Hill, which was described 
by Rene Lesson in 1824, two years after the death and inscription on a projecting rock. (Silvey, 1991, 
3-4; Low in OPBM XIII i 4-7)  Recent sonar testing by the RTA has confirmed that there is only one 
grave on this site. 
 
The first European settlement in the Katoomba area was two kilometres to the south-west of the 
railway, near Katoomba Falls, where John Britty North opened a coal-mine complex down in the 
Jamison Valley in 1878.  North built a private tramway from Katoomba Falls, at the Scenic Railway, 
which was originally his industrial incline, to join the main line at Shell Corner, a kilometre west of 
the present station.  This station, opened in 1874, was at first merely a government industrial halt to 
take ballast from the stone quarry which gave Katoomba its first European name The Crushers. 
 
This mining activity diverted attention from the present core area around Katoomba Street and from 
the land north of the railway line.  The land sales in the 1870s were in substantial portions and only 
gradually in the course of the 1880s and 1890s was the present street system of Katoomba and North 
Katoomba established and commercial and residential sub-division created the present aspect of the 
new tourist town. 
   
Under the Ashfield wool-merchant Frederick Clissold, the present Central Business District was 
created in the twenty years after 1881; the Carrington Hotel (originally known as the Great Western 
Hotel) was built in 1882; summer retreats were built; commercial premises and their attendant 
churches and entertainment facilities grew apace; and guesthouses and hotels less pretentious than 
the Carrington brought substantial investment and a flood of summer visitors to Katoomba.  
Permanent population increased and seasonal visitations soared. 
 
In anticipation of this rapid growth the government dedicated much of the present cemetery on 18 
January 1884 in a still undeveloped part of North Katoomba (Blackheath parish map, 1909).  The 
earliest surviving monument, that of John Knight, (Figure KA 12) dates from 1888 (OPBM X 46-7), 
but there are likely to be earlier unmarked graves.  The newly created Municipal Council of 
Katoomba complained in 1889 that  
 up to the present graves have been put wherever the sweet will of the gravedigger prompted 

him to put them (OPBM X c). 
 
The usual problems of inadequate road access and lack of fencing had already been addressed with 
small success by the local Progress Association in 1887 (OPBM X c) and the initial trustees were 
inactive in enforcing the usual regulations for orderly interment: the prominent local butcher and 
alderman, George James, complained in Council in 1890 that 
 people could go and get the key to the cemetery, dig a hole anywhere they liked and bury 

someone without caring whether another had been buried there before (OPBM X d). 
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Throughout the 1890s the cemetery was poorly maintained and the trustees of the various 
denominational sections were absentee or inactive. 
 
The local newspaper, The Mountaineer, reported in 1902, however, that the local parliamentarian had 
taken action and  published his list of the trustees for the Unsectarian, Anglican, Wesleyan and 
Catholic sections (8 August 1902; OPBM X e-f).  The trustees included some prominent local 
identities, such as the younger Goyder and J. B. North for the Unsectarians; Goyder again and 
Andrew Husband, the impressive churchwarden at St Hilda's, for the Anglicans; C.W. Craig the 
auctioneer and developer of Leura for the Wesleyans; and the parish priest and the Irish storekeeper 
Patrick Mullany for the Catholics. 
 
The performance of these trustees does not seem to have been impressive, though in the absence of 
any minute books the details are not known.  The best index of failure is the invitation of Katoomba 
Municipal Council in 1916 to take over management of all the denominational sections.  All the 
trustees with the exception of the Catholics handed over their responsibilities in 1916 and the 
Catholics finally followed in 1924 (OPBM X f). 
 
Under Council care, the cemetery's physical condition improved.  In the care of the Health Officer 
Thomas, by 1925 
 a transformation has taken place.  The weeds and rubbish have disappeared.  The broken 

fences have been placed in repair.  The deplorable "roadway" within the cemetery has been 
levelled and widened.  The outer approach has been given similar treatment.  The water-
tables have been faced with ironstone flags to prevent corrosion.  Perhaps most important of 
all, every grave is viewed by Mr. Thomas in person prior to interment, thus assuring that the 
requirements of health are observed. 

 
 The road from Bathurst Road to the cemetery gates has been formed: and to preserve it 

from unfair use, a special track for the use of cattle and sheep has been constructed through 
the scrub from the cemetery entrance to Bathurst Road.  (Blue Mountain Echo, 5 June 1925) 

 
The cemetery has remained in the care of the successive local government authorities responsible for 
Katoomba.  In 1956 the Council sought to extend the area of the cemetery by the dedication of 
various plots of adjacent land purchased under DP 5140, but the gazettal of the new areas was not 
effected until 6 November 1964 (BMCC cemeteries file).  Both the Anglicans and Catholics were 
obliged to open new denominational areas on the north-east of the cemetery to supplement their 
original areas which had occupied the whole western half of the land dedicated in 1884 and new 
problems are becoming acute as the enlarged cemetery uses up the most suitable land. 
 
The original sections - Anglican, Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational, Baptist, 
Independent, Jewish and General - were in the 1970s supplemented by a Greek Orthodox section 
just north of the Presbyterian. 
 
WF9.2 The people buried in Katoomba cemetery. 

Katoomba is the largest of all the Blue Mountains cemeteries and the people interred there constitute 
a wide cross-section of the resident population of Katoomba and Megalong Valley, together with a 
much smaller number of visitors or patients at the local sanataria. 
 
Since Katoomba was a seat of local government since 1889, many local politicians are buried there.  
The mayors who lie in the cemetery are: 
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 Frederick Goyder (1822-1900), the first mayor (Ang.2, D 14-15; XIII iii 323) Refer Figure 
KA 28 

 George Davies ( d.1923), 5 times mayor, butcher (Gen.1, U-9; X 45) 
 George James (1836-1938), 4 times mayor, butcher (Gen.2, F 36; X 151-2) Refer Figure KA 

29 
Russell Hawke (d.1943), 2 times mayor, businessman (Ang.2, B 5-6; XIII iii 308) 
Frank Walford (1882-1969) 3 times mayor, journalist (Cong., C 29; XI 164) Refer Figure KA 
30 

 
Figure KA 28 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Grave of Frederick Goyder, the first Mayor of Katoomba 
1 Aug 2001 

 
Figure KA 29 

Katoomba Cemetery 
The grave of Elizabeth and George James.  George James was a mayor of Katoomba. 
1 Aug 2001 
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Figure KA 30 

Katoomba Cemetery 
Grave of Frank Walford, a former mayor of Katoomba and his wife Queenie Madge Walford. 
1 Aug 2001 
 
Two local architects who have left an indelible mark on Katoomba are buried there: 
 William Raeburn Copeland (1855-1928), who came to Katoomba to build North's 

tramway in the Jamison Valley in 1884, designed the original stone presbytery for St Canice's 
Catholic church and is remembered through the Raeburn Building on Katoomba Street.  
Although living in Leura, he ran a store and timber yard in Katoomba Street from 1897 until 
1905, when he went to the North Coast but after a trip to his native Scotland in 1911, he 
came back and settled in Katoomba, where he died in 1928.  (Cong., B 4-5; XI 150) 

 
 Edward Hewlett Hogben (1876-1936) had a prominent role in recreating Katoomba's 

iconic hotel, the Carrington, when he designed the new facade for Joynton Smith, and, in 
partnership first with the estate agent Alfred Craig and then with the Goyder brothers, he 
played an influential role in the architectural development of both Katoomba and Leura 
between the wars.  His most distinguished private home was the second Leuralla, built for 
Andreas on Cliff Drive.  (Ind., A3 18-20; X 178) 

 
Estate agents of local note are: 
 Eugene Marx (1846-1929) and his son, Alfred Marx (1873-1954), whose name on the 

mosaic threshold of their former premises on Bathurst Road just outside the railway station 
is still so prominent.  (Ang.2, B 7-11; XIII iii 309-10)  (Figure KA 10) 

 
 Broughton Hollier (1904-1967), a local alderman who acquired Goyder's real estate 

interests in 1945.  (Gen.1, B 1-2; X 6) 
 
The stonemasons who carved the monuments are not included in the otherwise admirable 
transcripts of inscriptions published by the Blue Mountains Family History Society, but two, father 
and son, are buried in the cemetery whose character they did so much to establish after 1911: 
 
 Edwin Paterson (1866-1936) and Robert Paterson (1889-1972) were members of a 

Kirkcudbright family in southern Scotland.  Robert came to Katoomba in 1911; his brother 
Edwin came to Tasmania, also as a stonemason, in 1920 and their father Edwin came to 
Katoomba to work with Robert in 1928 after half a century of experience as a Scottish 
mason.  The Patersons contributed many monuments to Blue Mountains cemeteries, using 
the Andreas quarries on Mount Hay Road, Leura.  They also, however, did the stonework, 
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particularly fireplaces, for a number of significant buildings, such as   Andreas' Leuralla, the 
Carrington Hotel, Everglades and Katoomba Court House.  (Presb.Old, F 25; XI 25-26)  
(Ref Figure KA 15) 

 
Mining of coal and shale was the original cause of settlement at Katoomba and miners from all 
phases of the operations of the various mines in the Jamison Valley, including the earliest, are found 
in the cemetery; 
 
 William Auld (1844-1924)  (Gen.1, M2 17; X 94) 
 Tom Jones (d.1889)  (Gen.1, ZCO 2; X 113) 
 George Rowell (1846-1890) (Gen.1, C 11-13; X 11) 
 James Duff (1851-1920)  (Gen.1, L 14-15; X 33) 
 John W. Lewis (1870-1924) (Gen.2, 1 22A; X 168) 
 
Richard Fryer (1837-1891), the notorious manager of Hartley Vale shale-oil works in the 1870s and 
1880s, and later proprietor of the Katoomba Hotel, with a period managing the major Lithgow 
colliery of Oakey Park, is also one of the earlier burials at Katoomba.  (Gen.1, L 3; X 30; State 
Records of NSW, 5/16241 A,V and 5/16241.1). 
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WF10 Assessment of Significance 
WF10.1 Application of State Heritage Office Criteria 

Criterion Level of 
Significance 

WF10.1.1 Criterion (a): An item is important in the course, or 
pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area) 

 

Katoomba General Cemetery provides documentary evidence about the 
origins and nature of the local community over the past 100 years.  The 
monuments are a direct record of the local area's population, including its 
origins and composition.  The cemetery is the burial place of many 
historically significant local identities and business people.  Some 
monuments include biographical details and the adjacent groupings of 
monuments often reflect family connections. 

Local 

WF10.1.2 Criterion (b): An item has strong or special association 
with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 
cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

Katoomba Cemetery contains the graves and monuments of individuals 
from all classes and social levels, providing a complete cross-section of the 
society that has existed in the local area for over 100 years.  The cemetery 
contains some substantial monuments indicative of a prosperous local 
community.  The cemetery monuments are representative of the beliefs and 
tastes of the local community. 

Local 

WF10.1.3 Criterion (c): An item is important in demonstrating 
aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or 
technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 

 

The monuments and surrounds in the cemetery display the work of a range 
of local and non-local firms.  The majority are of typical and standard 
monumental designs.  A few display creative and technical accomplishment, 
for example the large sandstone monument to members of the Marx family. 

Katoomba Cemetery has a fairly typical layout, based upon a central drive 
and denominational subdivision.  The sandstone cemetery shelter shed is a 
high quality element which provides an important focal point within the 
cemetery. 

Katoomba Cemetery is of aesthetic significance on a local level for its 
pleasant elevated setting with views to Mt Hay and its partial interface with a 
bush setting.  The entrance gates, central planted avenue, the fine specimen 
of Lawson’s Cypress, likely Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 'Pembury Blue' and 
sandstone shelter pavilion provide a central focal point of importance.   

Local 

 

 

Local 

 

Local 

WF10.1.4 Criterion (d): An item has strong or special association 
with a particular community or cultural group in NSW (or the 
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local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 

The detailed transcripts compiled by the Blue Mountains Family History 
Group indicate that the cemetery has some contemporary community 
esteem and that there is interest in the preservation of the information 
recorded by the monuments in the cemetery. 

Local 

WF10.1.5 Criterion (e): An item has potential to yield 
information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of 
the local area) 

 

Completion of further research, including more detailed family history may 
yield new insights into local relationships and historic and social 
connections. 

Local 

WF10.1.6 Criterion (f): An item possesses uncommon, rare or 
endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or 
the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

The monument for Florence Clarkson is a rare surviving timber headstone 
from the nineteenth century.   

Local 

WF10.1.7 Criterion (g): An item is important in demonstrating 
the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s (or the local 
area’s) cultural or natural places or environments 

 

Katoomba Cemetery contains representative examples of the range of 
monumental masonry available over the past 100 years.  The monuments 
chosen for the cemetery reflect the aspirations and economic circumstances 
of the local community. 

Local 

 
WF10.2 Summary Statement of Significance 

Katoomba General Cemetery is a valuable component of the heritage of the City of Blue Mountains 
as it provides a direct historical record of the people of the district for over 100 years.  It includes the 
burials of individuals prominent in the local area, in business and local government circles. 
 
Katoomba General Cemetery contains a representative range of typical nineteenth and twentieth 
century monument types, executed by a range of monumental masons, including local and regional 
firms from Sydney and Wollongong.  These monuments are important for their ability to 
demonstrate the craft skills and the attitudes of past generations.  
 
Using the assessment framework provided by the NSW Heritage Criteria, the Katoomba General 
Cemetery qualifies as an item of LOCAL Heritage Significance. 
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WF11 Constraints and Opportunities 
WF11.1 The Burra Charter 

References in parentheses refer to the relevant articles of the Burra Charter.  Reference should be 
made to the copy of the Burra Charter in the Appendix 2 of Volume 1 of this report.  
 
WF5.1.1  The cultural significance of the cemetery should be maintained.  Provision should be made 

for its security, maintenance and future.  (Article 2) 
 
WF5.1.2 All conservation work should be based on respect for the extant fabric and should involve 

minimal intervention to existing fabric.  (Article 3) 
 
WF5.1.3 An appropriate visual setting for the cemetery should be maintained.  No new 

construction or other development which detracts from the heritage value or context of 
the cemetery should occur.  Environmental intrusions which will adversely affect the 
appreciation or enjoyment of the place should be excluded.  (Article 8) 

 
WF5.1.4 All fabric within the cemetery should remain in its historical location.  Relocation of fabric 

should not occur unless moving it is the sole means of ensuring its survival.  Any fabric 
removed under these circumstances should be returned to its correct location if changed 
circumstances make this feasible (Article 9 and Article 10) 

 
WF5.1.5 All features of the existing cemetery should be taken into consideration.  Fabric from all 

periods should be recognised as contributing to the significance of the cemetery.  (Article 
16) 

 
WF5.16. Where appropriate, reconstruction should be limited to the reproduction of fabric the 

form of which is known from physical and/or documentary evidence.  (Article 19) 
 
WF5.1.7 Any major work on a cemetery should be preceded by a detailed study or plan.  Existing 

fabric should be recorded prior to disturbance.  (Article 23) 
 
WF5.1.8 Disturbance of fabric should only occur to provide evidence needed to make decisions on 

the conservation of the cemetery.  (Article 24)  
 
WF5.1.9 The process of decision making and individuals responsible should be identified.  (Article 

26) 
 
WF5.1.10 Appropriate professional direction and supervision should be maintained at all stages of 

the work.  (Article 27)  
 
WF5.1.11 Records should be kept of new evidence and subsequent decisions.  (Articles 25 and 27) 
 
WF5.1.12 Copies of all reports and records should be placed in a permanent archive and made 

publicly accessible.  (Article 28). 
 
WF11.2 Significance 

Considering the significance of the cemetery, the following constraints and opportunities can be 
stated. 
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WF5.2.1 Katoomba Cemetery should be retained and conserved in accordance with established 
conservation principles. 

 
WF5.2.2 The setting of the cemetery should be maintained. 
 
WF5.2.3 Existing elements of the previous cemetery landscape and landscape design, including 

plantings, should be conserved and should be sympathetically maintained. 
 
WF5.2.4 All cemetery monuments should be retained and conserved. 
 
WF5.2.5 All grave surrounds, including ironwork and stone kerbing should be retained and 

conserved. 
 
WF5.2.6 Monument layout and orientation should not be altered. 
 
WF11.3 Heritage Listings 

Katoomba Cemetery is listed on the Schedule of Heritage Items under Blue Mountains City Council 
LEP 1991.   
 
It is also listed on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.).  While this listing has no 
statutory authority, listing on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) is considered 
an authoritative indication of a place’s significance. 
 
WF11.4 Zoning 

Katoomba Cemetery is zoned Special Uses A, which is appropriate to its use as a cemetery. 
 
WF11.5 Condition 

WF11.5.1 Monuments 

The majority of the monumental masonry and other fabric within Katoomba Cemetery is in fair 
condition.  Relatively little vandalism is evident, which may be because as a larger cemetery, it 
receives a higher level of regular visitors, who are able to monitor the activity at the site.  No 
monuments were noted as requiring urgent conservation work; however, some overall suggestions 
are made below. 
 
Some monuments and surrounds in the cemetery require action if they are to be effectively 
conserved.  This is particularly the case in the old Methodist Section. 
 
Several monuments are gradually becoming brittle with age and would be vulnerable to future 
vandalism. 

WF11.5.2 Landscape 

The greatest problem at Katoomba Cemetery is created by the topography.  The steep slope of much 
of the site has meant that several sections have problems of erosion, soil creep and subsidence.  This 
is not only unsightly, it also causes collapse of cement top slabs (grave infill) and displacement of 
stone kerbing which may lead to the collapse of headstones or larger monuments.  The use of 
terracing and addition of fill in very steep areas may help to alleviate some of the subsidence.  An 
overall strategy for dealing with drainage, erosion and subsidence should be prepared and 
implemented. 
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The unsurfaced driveway areas in the steeper parts of the site should be rationalised, and those which 
are not necessary should be sown with appropriate plants to help hold the soil in place or should be 
terraced for new graves or other new burial areas.  Consideration should be given to surfacing more 
of the unsealed drives in steep areas to reduce soil erosion.  Drainage beside drives and on the uphill 
side of subsiding graves may also need attention.  Consideration should be given to development of 
an overall master plan to guide the rationalisation of internal paths and driveways and to establish 
new layouts for future burial areas or other developments. 
 

WF11.5.3 Vegetation 

There appear to have been no originally reserved plantation areas around the cemetery.  Strips could 
be established for the conservation of existing vegetation within the cemetery boundaries. 
 
There are problems identified with self sown weeds species including acacias. 
 
The land at the north already reserved for the extension of the cemetery is a pleasant area of natural 
bushland and is valued by the local community.  Concerns have been raised by the local bushcare 
group about potential damage from cemetery runoff into sensitive bushland areas.  The land drains 
away to the east and eventually runs into environmentally sensitive hanging swamp systems.   

WF11.5.4 Buildings 

The stone shelter shed has suffered damage from large vehicles and has been poorly repaired in the 
past.  More sympathetic conservation of this structure is desirable. 
 
The workshed and toilet block could be better screened from the main areas of the cemetery 
 
WF11.6 Setting 

The setting of some parts of the cemetery could be enhanced.  For example, there is little visual 
separation between the cemetery and the adjacent hospital and residential areas.  The columbaria, 
while in a location with good views, are poorly presented.  New areas of the cemetery have been 
opened up with little attention to landscaping. 
 
WF11.7 Future Burials 

Much of the cemetery has already virtually filled up, notably the Anglican and Catholic sections to 
the south of Cemetery Road.  Other sections of the original reserve are nearing capacity and parts of 
the cleared 1960s cemetery addition are also filling. 
 
The main northern extension reserved for cemetery use in 1964 has adequate land area to provide for 
future burials.  However, much of the land is sloping and would pose many of the problems of 
drainage and erosion which already occur in the original cemetery.  Concerns have also been raised 
about the potential affect of a burial area on this land which has its own environmental value and 
also drains into an important hanging swamp.  
 
WF11.8 Amenity 

The dignity of the cemetery might be enhanced by development of a more interesting and coherent 
overall planting scheme which emphasises some of the older layout of the cemetery, especially 
elements such as the main drive and the stone shelter shed.  Any plantings should be of a traditional 
cemetery character, or of species known to have been previously planted in the cemetery (from 
further research or observation).  Species used should be non-invasive. 
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Some more recent elements added to the cemetery are relatively mediocre.  A more sympathetic 
approach might improve some aspects, for example more appropriate treatment and screening of the 
blonde brick columbarium near the southwest corner of Church of England Section.  
 
WF11.9 Community Values and Desires 

The publication of cemetery transcripts (Our Past Blue Mountaineers) by the Blue Mountains Local 
History Society is evidence of the value which the community places on the cemetery.  This value 
should be recognised by the ongoing conservation of the cemetery. 
 
There is an additional need to continue to provide an attractive burial place for the local community 
and the cemetery must be managed so that it can serve that function. 
 
WF11.10 Location and Neighbourhood 

The location of the site on the outskirts of Katoomba is bordered by a residential areas to the east, a 
rubbish tip to the north and light industrial areas to the west and a hospital to the south.  This 
presents no major problems, although screening of the cemetery from industrial traffic on 
Woodlands Road is desirable as well as screening views of the hospital. 
 
The land also drains to a hanging swamp which poses some problems of minimizing damage to that 
sensitive ecosystem.  However, as noted above, runoff from the adjacent rubbish tip also drains to 
the same catchment and is likely to pose far greater problems. 
 
WF11.11 Security 

The cemetery appears to be subject to periodic vandalism.  Security aspects may need to be enhanced 
in the longer term (eg fencing).  More secure fencing may assist in controlling vandalism at this site.  
Access to the site outside daylight hours should be prevented if possible. 
 
WF11.12 Access 

Access to the site is via Woodlands Road.  Because Woodlands Road leads to a light industrial area 
and the garbage tip it is a good sealed road and presents no problems for access. 
 
Within the cemetery there is a combination of sealed and unsealed roads providing more than 
adequate access to all burial areas.  As noted above, the unsealed roads are presenting problems with 
runoff and some roads may not be necessary.  Access and circulation through some cemetery 
sections could be improved. Minor roads and paths could be rationalised in some areas. 
 
Also noted above, vehicular access to the cemetery is not restricted after daylight hours.  This could 
be contributing to vandalism and needs to be addressed. 
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WF12 Conservation Policies 
These policies should be read in conjunction with Section 1 of the Conservation Management Plan.  
The policies in Section 1 provide general guidance.  Policies specific to Katoomba Cemetery are 
contained within this section. 
 
Specific policies are given in italics.  Additional notes are given in normal type. 
 
WF12.1 General 

Katoomba Cemetery should be conserved in accordance with the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS and other 
appropriate guidelines including those published by the National Trust and the Heritage Council of NSW.   
 
Katoomba Cemetery is an item of environmental heritage for the local area, and continues to provide 
an essential public service for the surrounding community.  The cemetery has local historic and social 
value for current and future generations.  
 
WF12.2 Setting  

Appropriate screening (ie. visual buffer formed by vegetation), should be maintained and, where necessary, reinforced 
around the site. 
 
The present boundaries of the cemetery should be maintained, and an appropriate visual buffer 
formed by vegetation should be retained around the site.  The existing native vegetation within parts 
of the cemetery should be conserved where this does not preclude the expansion of future burial 
areas. 
 
There appear to have been no originally reserved plantation areas around the cemetery.  Strips could 
be established for the conservation of existing vegetation within the cemetery boundaries. 
 
Provide a coherent planting scheme utilising traditional cemetery plantings of a non-invasive nature which emphasises 
the layout of the original part of the cemetery, particularly the main drive. 
 
The dignity of the cemetery might be enhanced by development of a more interesting and coherent 
overall planting scheme which emphasises some of the older layout of the cemetery, especially 
elements such as the main drive and the stone shelter shed.  Any plantings should be of a traditional 
cemetery character, or of species known to have been previously planted in the cemetery (from 
further research or observation).  Species used should be non-invasive. 
 
WF12.3 Layout 

Provide a masterplan for the cemetery which includes the following provisions: 
- the general layout of the original cemetery including its central roadway, secondary roads and paths should be 

conserved; 
- the sandstone shelter building should be conserved and emphasised as an element at the end of Cemetery 

Road; 
- stormwater drainage needs to be upgraded; 
- retaining walls and embankments need to be created to allow effective backfilling and reduce future erosion; 
- paths and roadways around the cemetery should be justified; 
- additional space for Anglican and Roman Catholic burials should be provided;  
- landscaping of boundaries and major driveways as noted in policy 6.4; and 
- screening of views of the adjacent hospital and screening from Woodlands Road. 
 
The layout of the cemetery reflects the values of the late nineteenth century when it was established.  
The roads and paths contribute to its character and should be maintained. 
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Much of the area allocated for Anglican and Roman Catholic burials has been used up.  However, 
there is space in the general section of the cemetery which has not been cleared for burials.  Likewise, 
much of the Presbyterian section has not yet been used.  Some careful modification of areas to meet 
future demands could be allowed. 
 
The masterplan needs to address the problems of drainage and erosion at Katoomba Cemetery.  It 
will be useless to backfill around graves where erosion is threatening the stability of monuments 
unless drainage and retaining walls or stable embankments are created to ensure that future runoff 
and erosion is minimised.   
 
Consideration should be given to development of an overall master plan to guide the rationalisation 
of internal paths and driveways and to establish new layouts for future burial areas or other 
developments. 
 
Screening of views which affect the amenity and setting of the cemetery should be considered in any 
masterplan. 
 
WF12.4 Planting 

WF12.4.1 General 

Include in a master plan for the site (policy 6.3) the following planting elements 
- visual buffers to the boundaries of the existing cleared burial areas, 
- planting of traditional cemetery trees along Cemetery Road, 
- visual buffers between existing burial areas and any future burial areas, 
- screening of views to Woodlands Road and the hospital, 
- regeneration of native bush in conjunction with maintaining the drainage along the drainage culvert, 
- retention of existing native vegetation on the perimeter of and within the burial area, and 
- screen planting of the columbaria. 
 
The cemetery is in need of an overall landscaping plan which addresses a number of problems on the 
site and improves the overall amenity of the cemetery.  The existing visual boundaries of the 
cemetery should be retained, even if new areas are opened up beyond the present burial areas.  An 
appropriate visual buffer formed by vegetation should be retained around the site.   
 
Consideration could be given to developing a more sympathetic landscape treatment which 
emphasises the elements of the older design such as the main drive and the stone shelter shed.  The 
shed requires some more sympathetic conservation work, which may include removal of the older 
cement repairs. 
 
Ensure that the important native vegetation such as waratahs, the Xanthorea, heaths and Tree Ferns 
are protected.  Additional planting of these species should be encouraged where ornamental 
plantings are desired on the bush side margins. 
 
The planting of a rambling rose of the type that already grow in the cemetery or a Banksia Rose to 
scramble over the columbaria would be appropriate to soften and screen this structure. 
 

WF12.4.2 Trees 

Provide traditional cemetery trees along Cemetery Road as part of an overall landscaping and cemetery masterplan (refer 
policies 6.3 and 6.4.1. 
 

WF12.4.3 Grave Plantings 

Restrict grave plantings to low scale bulbs, ground covers, grasses and shrubs which will not destabilize monuments. 
Cut and poison grave plantings which are unsuitable and have the potential to destablilise monuments. 
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Grave plantings must be restricted to a small scale creepers and shrubs to ensure they do not cause 
damage to the associated or nearby graves.  Larger plants also tend to obscure adjacent graves.  
Existing inappropriate plantings should be removed before they cause further damage.  This should 
be by cut and poison methods rather than attempting to remove root systems as this might also 
dislodge monuments.    
 

WF12.4.4 Grasses 

Ground cover should continue to be provided by existing low-scale native grasses, introduced grasses, creepers and small 
scale grave plantings. 
 
The use of low scale native grasses and creepers is recognised as a valuable method of reducing 
maintenance as well as maintaining the overall character of the cemetery.   
 

WF12.4.5 Weeds 

Do not allow the planting of known weed species on graves.   
 
Cut and poison cotoneaster from graves and blackberry throughout the cemetery. 
 
Remove seedling conifers and callitris from graves.  
 
Remove the Camphor Laurel that is growing close to the conifer in the main drive (Cemetery Road)  
 
Remove Camphor Laurel from near the toilet block and undertake replacement planting with a species less likely to 
prolifically seed and preferably one that is a local native. 
 
Katoomba Cemetery does not have substantial problems with weeds apart from some self seeding of 
acacias, cotoneaster and blackberry.  Existing plantings of these species should be carefully removed 
before causing further damage.  Seedling callistris can be transplanted to areas within the cemetery 
where a line of planting is desired.  Existing conifers should be kept under control and future 
plantings of these species not allowed. 
 
Cut and poison the cotoneaster on the grave of Mary Beatrice Badham 1893.   
 
This should be done with extreme care.  A panel can be temporarily removed from the grave 
surround to provide access. 
 
WF12.5 Maintenance and Repair 

WF12.5.1 General 

Maintenance of the cemetery should generally follow the policies of Section 1 of this report. 
 
Maintenance of landscaping should be integrated into the masterplan (Refer policy 6.3) 
 

WF12.5.2 Buildings 

Conserve the sandstone shelter shed at the end of cemetery drive.  Conservation work should include as a minimum: 
- removal and poisoning of ivy growing over the walls 
- removal of cementious pointing and repointing in an appropriate material 
 
Any conservation work on the sandstone shelter shed should be undertaken by a professional experienced in working 
with heritage buildings. 
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The sandstone shelter shed has suffered from poor repair work in the past.  In particular, cementious 
pointing is likely to cause damage to the sandstone in the long term and should be replaced.  Ivy 
growing over the walls also has the potential to cause long term damage and should be removed. 
 
Any conservation work on this building should be supervised by a professional experienced in 
working with traditional materials and building systems to avoid a repetition of previous errors. 
1.1  

WF12.6 New Elements 

WF12.6.1 General 

New elements such as seating, maintenance buildings etc within the cartilage of the cemetery should be carefully 
considered to ensure they do not intrude on the character of the cemetery. 
 
In general the introduction of new elements into the cemetery or its curtilage is not recommended.  
If new elements (for example seating) become desirable for future development of the site, the 
precise need, location and design would require careful future consideration in order that such 
elements did not diminish or obscure the cultural significance of the place.   
 
New elements may be introduced into the cemetery if required, for example more columbaria.  
Consideration should be given to design and siting of any new elements so that they do not become 
intrusive (eg use of screen planting, not positioned close to old burial areas, etc).  
 
It might be possible to locate work buildings on the small piece of land connecting the main part of 
the cemetery to Marmion Road.  This is unlikely to be used for future burials and could provide a 
place for utility buildings out of site of the main cemetery area.  Any such buildings should be small 
in scale and take into consideration the existing stand of Eucalyptus oreades. 
 

WF12.6.2 New Burials and Monuments 

Continue burials in established areas of the cemetery.  New burials should continue the original pattern of existing 
paths and rows.  Allow the reuse of some redundant paths for burials. 
 
All new work or fabric must be compatible with the existing character of the site.  Some of the 
internal paths through the cemetery are no longer necessary and could be reused to provide 
additional space for burials.  Cemetery Road should remain as the main access road to all burial areas.  
 
Prior to the use of any new sections of the northern cemetery extension for burials, an independent environmental impact 
assessment should be undertaken to fully understand the affect of providing burial space on that land or part thereof on 
the greater environment, particularly the sensitive hanging swamp downstream from the cemetery land.  Use of the land 
for burials should only be undertaken with the approval of such an assessment.  
 
It has been noted that this section of the cemetery, as well of the existing cleared area, is part of the 
catchment of an important hanging swamp.  An independent environmental impact assessment 
should precede any future clearing and/or use of the northern extension for future burials. 
 
Consider the purchase and rezoning of land on the opposite side of Woodlands Road for the future extension of the 
cemetery.  Such a purchase should be preceded by an independent environmental impact assessment to fully understand 
the affect of providing burial space on that land or part thereof on the greater environment, particularly on Yosemite 
Creek.  Use of the land for burials should only be undertaken with the approval of such an assessment. 
 
The land on the western side of Woodlands Road, north of North Street, opposite the northern 
extension of the cemetery, could be suitable for a future extension of the cemetery.  Much of it has 
been levelled or is reasonably level and most of it is clear.  While this would require landscaping to 
create a pleasant environment, it might have less problems with the disturbance of sensitive bushland 
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and runoff into hanging swamp.  As for the northern extension of the cemetery, the use of this land 
for cemetery purposes should be preceded by an independent environmental impact assessment.  
 

WF12.6.3 Columbaria 

Allow new columbaria which are sympathetic to the character of the cemetery.   
 
New columbaria should be carefully located so they do not dominate views within the cemetery. 
 
Columbaria are appropriate for the continued use of the cemetery, but their design and location 
should be sympathetic to the overall character of the cemetery. 
 

WF12.6.4 Minimum Maintenance Sections 

Any new minimum maintenance section should be clearly defined from the existing section of the cemetery (ie. not 
intermingled with existing rows.) 
 
Screen any new minimum maintenance sections from existing burial areas by maintaining a border of the existing 
native bushland between the sections.  
 
A minimum maintenance section could be established at Katoomba Cemetery.  However, it must be 
located where it has minimal visual impact on the overall character of the existing cemetery.  
 
Maintaining a border of native plantings between the main area and a future minimum maintenance 
section would ensure visual separation. 
 

WF12.6.5 Memorial Gardens and Walks 

Allow the establishment of a memorial garden or walk in the previously uncleared northern extension of the cemetery.   
 
Any new memorial garden or walk should be designed to work with the existing native bushland. 
 
Restrict plantings in a memorial garden or walk through the northern section to native species found in the local area. 
 
The previously uncleared area in the general section of Katoomba Cemetery is an ideal area for a 
memorial garden or walk where ashes could be placed while preserving the native bushland which 
contributes to the general amenity of the cemetery.  A model such as the Faulconbridge Cemetery 
gardens could be used.  Because of the sensitivity of this area of bushland, only native species found 
in the local area should be used. 
 
Allow the establishment of a memorial garden of exotics at the ridge top area of the Church of England Section. 
 
Garden areas, or other appropriately designed facilities for the placement of ashes might be 
established in areas unsuitable for burials or not yet heavily used.  A possible area would be the ridge 
top area of the Church of England Section, which has spectacular views towards the Grose Valley. 
 
WF12.7 Fencing 

Fencing may need to be introduced to provide increased demarcation of the site.  Any fencing considered should be of a 
simple traditional design. 
 
All of the site boundaries should be securely fenced to provide clear demarcation of the cemetery 
area and to prevent unauthorised access after normal operating hours.  Simple traditional style 
fencing such as post and rail or post and wire fencing will have a low visual impact on the site while 
allowing demarcation if necessary. 
 
WF12.8 Signage 
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Include on signage at the entry the following information: 
- Katoomba Cemetery 
- Plan showing sections of cemetery 
- A request not to damage the monuments  
- A telephone number for the relevant contact personnel at the Blue Mountains City Council 
 
Maintain signs indicating the various sections of the cemetery 
 
Provide and maintain simple row markers of an appropriate design. 
 
WF12.9 Uses 

The cemetery should remain in use, and should be maintained as a working burial ground. 
 
The significance of the site is in its use as a cemetery and this use should not change. 
 
WF12.10 Interpretation 

An informative and sympathetically designed sign or other interpretative media may be introduced to the site. 
 
Refer to the general section of this report for other aspects of interpretation. 
 
WF12.11 Access 

Maintain access to the cemetery from Cemetery Road. 
 
Provide gates which can be locked at night to restrict access after daylight hours to authorized vehicles only. 
 
Cemetery Road provides good access to the cemetery and there are ample roads within the cemetery 
to reach the various sections.  However, problems have been identified by the local community of 
vehicles driving through the cemetery causing damage to monuments.  While this does not 
necessarily occur only after daylight hours, some restriction of access at that time should be 
considered to reduce the potential problem. 
WF12.12 Security and Vandalism 

Encourage local residents to assist with monitoring activity at the cemetery. 
 
Include a request not to damage monuments on the sign for the site. 
 
Katoomba Cemetery remains in good condition and is largely intact. 
 
The site is regularly maintained, and it is known that a ‘cared-for’ appearance assists in discouraging 
vandals.  The cemetery is also in an area close to residential areas, which probably provides some 
measure of surveillance of the site. 
 
Any new interpretative sign could include a request not to damage the site and might also suggest 
that it is regularly patrolled. 
 
Local residents might also be asked to assist with the monitoring of activity at the cemetery site, and 
should be encouraged to report any untoward activity.  This could be requested in a letter-box drop 
to the property owners in the adjacent streets. 
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WF12.13 Statutory Protection 

Endorse the zoning of Katoomba Cemetery as Special Uses – Cemeteries under Draft LEP 2002. 
 
Include Katoomba Cemetery as a heritage item on the heritage schedule of Draft LEP 2002. 
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BLACKHEATH CEMETERY 

WF13 Introduction 
WF13.1 General 

This Blackheath Cemetery section of the Conservation Management Plan should be read in 
conjunction with the General Section of the Conservation Management Plan. 
 
WF13.2 Location 

Blackheath Cemetery is located at 322-331 Great Western Highway, Blackheath.  The legal title is Site 
C1360, Crown Land. 
 
WF13.3 Bibliography 

K.J. Cable, Australian Dictionary of Biography VII, 1979, 368-9 
R.I. Jack in Simpson Dawbin, Lithgow Blast Furnace CMP, 1997, 37 
R.I. Jack Blue Mountains Heritage Study Review 2000 
E. Kaldy, Medlow 1883 and Now, 1983, 7, 9 
J Low, ‘Speaking of the Past’ p 170, in P Stanbury (ed.) The Blue Mountains: Grand Adventure For M. 
Rutledge, Australian Dictionary of Biography VII, 1979, 369 
Damien Wright, Email to Pamela Hubert 22 July 2002 
All, Macleay Museum, Sydney, 1988 
Mountaineer, 15 March 1901, 10 February 1902, 15 August 1902, 8 July 1904 
http://www.usdaughters1812.org/ 
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WF14 Physical Summary 
WF14.1 General 

The cemetery was inspected by the study team on 17 September 2001. 
 
WF14.2 Setting  

Blackheath General Cemetery is situated a few kilometres northwest of the main centre of the 
township on the northern side of the Great Western Highway.  The dedicated cemetery area occupies 
an unusual pentagonal site, laid out as almost a diamond extending to the north from the southern 
boundary along the alignment of the Great Western Highway. 
 
The cemetery area is reasonably flat, although it slopes gently in all directions from the highest point 
near the centre of the site.  Remnant native vegetation is present in the unused parts of the cemetery 
area, especially along all of the boundaries apart from the Great Western Highway boundary.  
 
The cemetery is clearly visible from the adjacent highway, despite some screen planting beside the main 
road boundary.  Blackheath Cemetery is enclosed by the surrounding vegetation and has no extensive 
views beyond its own boundaries, except back to the Highway from the adjacent sections. 
 
WF14.3 Design and Layout 

 
Figure BH 1 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Plan showing general layout 
1 Church of England 
2. Independent Section 
3. General Section 
4. Methodist Section 
5. Jewish Section 
6. Presbyterian Section 
The section on the southeast corner is the Catholic section 
Parish Map, Parish of Blackheath, County of Cook, Sheet 2 
Source: Department of Lands 
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Blackheath Cemetery has a very unusual shape, with five boundaries of uneven dimensions, the longest 
being the southern boundary beside the Highway.  The dedication in 1887 was for 11 acres (nearly 4.5 
hectares), a medium sized general cemetery.  Within this unusual shape a non-standard form of layout 
was also used.  The cemetery diagrams from various editions of the ‘Blackheath’ Parish Map (Figure 
BH 1) indicate that the cemetery was laid out with a very short north-south running driveway set off 
centre on the southern boundary, and with a narrow reserve for plantation areas along the same 
boundary.  The other boundaries were not provided with any plantation reserves.  The main driveway 
then formed a large diamond shaped loop road in the central part of the cemetery area.  The driveway 
is surfaced with bitumen near the entry and with gravel in other parts.  Some more recently developed 
minor drives or paths within the cemetery are unsurfaced. 
 
The adjoining burial areas were laid out in relation to the diamond shape of the main drive loop.  This 
has meant that the orientation of grave rows within the Blackheath Cemetery area is also not standard, 
since they have been laid out to correlate with the main Highway (parallel to it) and to the driveway 
areas.  (Refer Figure BH 2)  Grave rows in the cemetery sections beside the Highway face north (C of 
E and RC Sections, also the Independent/Baptist).  More common, is for graves to face east which is 
the traditional orientation.  The orientation in the Presbyterian section is closer to this with graves 
facing southeast.  
 
Within the Blackheath Cemetery the area is divided into denominational subdivisions which were 
proportionally allocated according to the strength of the particular denomination in the surrounding 
district.  Denominations now evident in the cemetery and indicated by signage identifying the separate 
sections are: Church of England, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist / Uniting, Independent / 
Baptist.  Since 1981 the Church of England has also been known as the Anglican Church of Australia.  
Part of the originally dedicated General Cemetery Section contains headstones and remains transferred 
from the Old Stockade Cemetery, considered further below. 
 
The highway boundary on the southern side of the cemetery is marked by a fence with galvanised pipe 
rails between brick piers, and some low galvanised weldmesh fencing.  The other boundaries are 
defined by remnants of star picket and wire fencing.  
 
Along the main road verge beside the cemetery there are plantings of golden cypress and liquid amber 
trees.  Inside the cemetery are several mature radiata pines.  Remnant native vegetation is also present 
throughout the unused parts of the cemetery area.  (Refer Figure BH 3)   
 
A shelter shed is situated beside the main driveway in the Church of England Section of the cemetery.  
The site of a former workman’s shed and toilet is marked by remains of a concrete slab just west of the 
driveway near the Independent/Baptist section.   
 
Timber row markers have been used at the cemetery.  (Refer Figure BH 4)   
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Figure BH 2 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Plan showing layout of known graves 
May 2001 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council 
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Figure BH 3 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Aerial Photograph 
The cemetery boundary is marked by the dark line 
Source: Blue Mountains City Council 
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Figure BH 4 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Timber row marker 
17 Sep 2001 
 
WF14.4 Monuments and Grave Furniture 

Blackheath Cemetery contains about 1,700 monuments.  The cemetery includes examples of the 
common monument types known during the late nineteenth and the twentieth century, and some more 
unusual and elaborate forms such as pedestals or columns, and larger crosses.  Monumental masonry 
tends to reflect current developments in architectural style and changing cultural attitudes towards 
death and its commemoration.  Monumental masonry is also influenced by taste and fashion, and by 
religious beliefs and associated theological doctrine.  The materials chosen for monuments and 
associated elements such as surrounds are also of interest as they reflect the local economic 
circumstances, and the availability of materials, technology and skilled labour during various periods. 
 
In the late nineteenth to early twentieth century sandstone and marble headstones, sometimes with 
sandstone kerbing and cast iron surrounds were used.  From the early twentieth century, the desk (a 
small wedge-shaped monument) was introduced.  The most common form initially was of sandstone 
with a marble tablet.  Other design variants included those with marble surmounts or desks shaped as 
unfurled scrolls, including some in white marble.  In the earlier twentieth century the desk monuments 
are combined with stone kerbing and commonly have a cement slab with either gravel chips or tile infill 
covering the grave itself.  They may also have surmounts in the form of doves or lambs. 
 
From the 1930s into the 1950s examples occur in other materials such as black, grey or red granite.  In 
the 1950s some manufactured materials such as concrete (later ‘granolite’) and terrazzo were used for 
cemetery monuments.  From the 1960s into the 1990s, desk monuments (red, black granite) also begin 
to be combined with solid slabs as infill on grave kerbing. 
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Figure BH 5 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Church of England section 
17Sep 2001 
 
In the Church of England Section several notable monuments occur.  They include those which 
document the burials of the people noted in the cemetery history as being of significance:  
 
- Francis Boyce, 1931 and Caroline Boyce, 1918, marked by a red granite rustic style desk with rock-
faced kerbing, infilled with pieces of local ‘ironstone’. 
 

 
Figure BH 6 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Headstone of Ven Archdeacon Francis Bertie Boyce and his wife Caroline Boyce 
17 Sep 2001 
 
- John Cliff, 1902, and family, white marble gothic headstone with sandstone kerbing. 
 
- Henry Mortlock, 1915, and family, white marble pedestal with draped urn surmount. 
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Figure BH 7 

(left) 
Grave of John Cliff, his wife Lucy and their son Thomas Cliff 
17 Sep 2001 
 

Figure BH 8 

(right) 
Grave of Henry Mortlock and John Chapman 
17 Sep 2001 
 
- Rustic grey granite, tall celtic cross with rock-faced kerbing to Dowell O’Reilly, 1923; on a small desk 
within the same plot the burials of Eleanor and Eric Dark are recorded. 
 
- Charles Melbourne Ward (‘Mel’) 1966, is commemorated by a red granite desk with sandstone kerbing 
and small tile infill.  The inscription notes that: ‘His greatest pleasure was in sharing his wonderful 
knowledge with others and bringing happiness into our lives’.  
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Figure BH 9 

(left) 
Grave of Eleanor Dark, her husband Dr Eric Payten Dark and her father Dowell O’Reilly 
17 Sep 2001 

Figure BH 10 

(right) 
Grave of ‘Mel’ Ward 
17 Sep 2001 
Photo: R. Ian Jack 
 
Additional monuments of interest in the Church of England Section comprise: 

- very large cement rendered pedestal with ‘broken column’ (symbolic of a life cut short) to Nellie 
Brickett, 1904. 
 

 
Figure BH 11 

The broken column monument to Nellie Bricket 
17 September 2001 
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- a red granite headstone with a relief carved ivy motif within a sandstone surround, commemorates 
Thomas Whitley, died 1911 and his wife, Sarah Whitley, died 1915.  Thomas Whitley arrived from 
England in 1853.  He developed an interest in the history of the early exploration of the Blue 
Mountains area and he published a paper on the subject in Volume 1 of the Journal of the Royal 
Australian Historical Society in 1904.  By the time of his death aged 81, he was regarded as an authority 
on the history of the Blue Mountains.  Whitley Park in Blackheath was named after him.  A 
businessman and collector of books and engravings, Whitley had been forced to sell the Australian 
portion of his collection during the depression of the 1890s to Angus and Robertson.  Purchase of the 
Whitley collection by David Scott Mitchell has been seen as a significant factor in his subsequent 
decision to collect Australiana, which formed part of the nucleus of the later Mitchell Library 
collection.  Other unpublished papers, manuscripts, woodcuts, and scrapbooks compiled by Whitley 
are held in the Mitchell and Dixson Libraries, Sydney. 
(ref: Obituary for Thomas Whitley, Daily Telegraph, 3 January 1912, p 11) 
 
-  small cambered sandstone headstone to Thomas Berghofer, 1882, has the archaic verse: 
‘O Parents dear do dry those tears, I am not dead but sleeping here’.  This verse would be more 
commonly found on 1820s headstones rather than 1880s ones. 
 

 
Figure BH 12 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Footstone of Thomas Berghofer, son of John and Sarah Berghofer 
There is no headstone accompanying this monument.   
17 Sep 2001 
 
- a similar unusual use of a verse, is the modified version of the Returned Services League Ode found 
on a monument to Peter James died 14/6/1978 aged 13 years.  The verse reads: 
He did not grow old as we 
That are left grow old 
Age did not weary him nor 
The years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning, Mum, Dad and Mathew [sic.] 
will remember him. 
 
- a granolite (concrete to which granite dust has been added) and black granite slab and desk 
monument commemorates David Magoffin, who died in 1973.  The monument was erected recently, 
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and it currently has a T-shirt laid upon the slab, held down with pieces of local stone.  The T-shirt has 
the crest of the Brisbane Boys College Rowing Club (showing crossed oars and a life preserver) and has 
been signed by the open tour squad of 2001/02, ‘in memory of his great contribution to BBC Rowing’.  
All positions of the squad from Bow to Stroke and Cox are noted next to each signature.  Members of 
the Open First VIII and the Open Second VIII have signed the T-shirt.  The tour coaches have also 
signed the shirt.  The headstone reads: 
DAVID O. MAGOFFIN 
20.11.1904 - 12.6.1973 
"THE OLD FOX" 
A GIFTED AND LOVED ROWING COACH. 
THIS MEMORIAL ERECTED IN 2001 
BY THOSE WHO REMEMBER 
FROM 
BRISBANE BOYS COLLEGE 
MOSMAN ROWING CLUB 
TOOWONG ROWING CLUB 
David Magoffin coached at Brisbane Boys College from 1944 to 1971 and is regarded as the father of 
rowing at that school.  He lost contact with that school and with Toowong Rowing Club where he also 
coached in the 1960s and apparently died a pauper.  His grave was unmarked until 2001 when Brisbane 
Boys College became aware of the unmarked grave and raised funds to erect the present monument.  
The T-shirt was added by members of the touring group of 2001-2 who made a special trip to 
Blackheath to visit the grave.  
(ref: Email from Damien Wright, Director of Rowing, Brisbane Boys College 22 July 2002) 
 
- a grey granite desk and kerbing with small tile infill commemorates Ernest Constable, 1986.  He was a 
botanist.  He and his wife initially settled at Blackheath in the 1920s, and returned there after WWII.  
During an expedition below the cliffs at Govetts Leap in search of a rare shrub, he found the remains 
of the noted archaeologist Professor Gordon Childe, who had fallen or jumped off the cliff to his 
death in 1957.  
(ref: J Low, ‘Speaking of the Past’ p 170, in P Stanbury (ed.) The Blue Mountains: Grand Adventure 
For All, Macleay Museum, Sydney, 1988.) 
 

 
Figure BH 13 

Monument of Ernest Constable 
17 September 2001 
 
- Linda Jean Gaha, died 1981 has a granolite pedestal and kerb with a sculpture of Jesus. 
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Figure BH 14 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Independent Section 
17 Sep 2001 
 
The Independent Section contains few monuments.  The most substantial monument is an upright 
rustic sandstone desk in a cairn style with carved florals and a white marble tablet.  It records burials of 
members of the Commens family in 1918 and 1923.  In this section there are several simple grave 
enclosures made using local stone pieces as surrounds.   
 
The adjoining Baptist Section is even smaller.  It contains some twentieth century desk monuments and 
an interesting timber post surround with pyramid topped posts and galvanised pipe railing.  There is no 
inscription or identification evident. 
 
The Presbyterian Section lies in the centre of the diamond shaped driveway loop.  The graves in this 
section have been oriented to face east and are concentrated on the southwest side of the diamond.  
The monuments in this section are generally of standard types and designs. 
 

 
Figure BH 15 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Catholic section 
17 Sep 2001 
 
The Catholic Section is situated in the southeastern part of the cemetery, beside the main driveway and 
adjacent to the Highway boundary.  It is identified by a large timber cross.  The older graves tend to be 
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in the rows closest to the Highway and include several white marble crosses and typical forms of 
sandstone and marble headstones, some in iron surrounds, or with sandstone kerbing.  The more 
recent rows in the section are dominated by typical twentieth century slab and desk monuments, many 
of these include purpose built grave vases (square or rectangular) as part of their design.  There are also 
timber crosses.  Members of the Sisters of Mercy, Wilcannia-Forbes congregation (diocese) are buried 
in a cement kerb surround with black granite plaques. 
 
The grave of Annie Butler, 1922 and William Butler, 1925 is marked by a rough hewn, rustic style celtic 
cross in trachyte.  A white marble cross with numerous Latin inscriptions commemorates Reverend 
Patrick Joseph O’Moore, died 1922.  (Figure BH 16)  Another granite Calvary cross (a cross on three 
steps, symbolic of Faith, Hope and Charity) commemorates Shane O’Gorman 1942 and Vernon 
O’Gorman 1946.  (Figure BH 17)  The grave of Robert Simpson 1986 and Stella Simpson 1987 is 
marked by a vernacular monument constructed using local ironstone pieces and black granite plaques. 
 

  
Figure BH 16 

(left) 
Monument of Rev. O’Moore 
17 September 2001 

Figure BH 17 

(right) 
Monument to Shane and Vernon O’Gorman 
17 September 2001 
  
The monument to Grace Millar Ward 1866-1953, notes that she was born in Pennsylvania (USA) and 
was ‘a daughter of 1812’.  The United States Daughters of 1812, motto: ‘Liberty, Fraternity and Unity’, 
was founded in 1892 on the anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans.  The society requires lineal 
descent from an ancestor who rendered military, naval or civil service between the close of the 
American Revolutionary War in 1783 and the close of the War of 1812 (in 1815).  The purposes of the 
society are to promote patriotism, to preserve and increase knowledge of the history of the American 
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people by the preservation of documents and relics, the marking of historic spots, the recording of 
family histories and traditions, the celebration of patriotic anniversaries, teaching and emphasising the 
heroic deeds performed between the close of the American Revolution and the close of the War of 
1812 (ref: http://www.usdaughters1812.org/). 
 

 
Figure BH 18 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Uniting Church (formerly Wesleyan) section 
17 Sep 2001 
 
The Methodist / Uniting section is situated north of the Catholic section of the cemetery, across the 
diamond formed by the main loop driveway.  The grave rows in this section face northwest as rows 
have been set out perpendicular to the driveway.  There are three ‘back to back’ double grave rows and 
one single row.  Monuments are generally low scale slab and desk monuments. 
 
The monumental masons noted in Blackheath General Cemetery indicate access to some Sydney based 
masons as well as the work of local firms.  
 
Masons noted include: Andrews Bros., Sydney; A. Goode (Sydney).  The local mason, R J Paterson, of 
Katoomba has a very large number of 1940s red and grey granite monuments, especially desks and 
kerbing in a rustic style.  In that period he is the dominant mason represented in the cemetery.  More 
recent monuments are by local firms such as Katoomba Monuments [actually Globe Memorials]; Blue 
Mountains Monuments. 

WF14.4.1 Symbolism 

Blackheath Cemetery includes a range of fairly typical symbolic motifs, incorporated on the individual 
monuments.  The ‘open book’, symbolic of the Bible, book of Knowledge or book of Life; occurs as a 
marble tablet on some of the desk monuments.  Desks which are carved in the form of unfurled scrolls 
symbolise the record of the individual’s life.  Another motif, especially on monuments for married 
couples, are “clasped hands”, usually male and female, which symbolise either farewell on departing or 
welcome on reunion.  There is a wide range of crosses in Blackheath Cemetery in different materials 
and styles.  The cross is symbolic of faith. 

WF14.4.2 Inscriptions 

The inscriptions in the cemetery also illustrate the social and cultural values and attitudes to death in 
the surrounding community.  The older monuments commonly include verses and biblical texts, which 
reflects the strength of religious faith in past eras.  Many of the verses deal with the pain of loss or the 
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suddenness of the bereavement, as well as the hope for reunion and resurrection.  Particularly 
interesting or unusual inscriptions have been discussed above. 
 
WF14.5 The Stockade Graves 

As noted in the history for the cemetery, monuments and remains from the old Blackheath Stockade 
cemetery closer to the township were moved to the new Blackheath Cemetery in 1904.  Seven 
monuments from the older cemetery are now located in a small clearing in the bushland in the 
otherwise unused ‘general’ section which occupies the northern area of the site.  An old painted 
directional sign and a formalised walking track surfaced with gravel leads from the main loop road to 
the area containing the ‘Stockade’ graves. 
 
The area contains seven monuments arranged in three main groups.  There are three 1840s headstones 
and one 1880s headstone arranged in a single row, within a surround of local stone pieces which is 
infilled with gravel.  The 1840s headstones are all semicircular topped in a Georgian style, with very 
deeply carved and finely incised lettering.  The headstones are to Thomas Head, 1846; John Carroll, 
1845; Samuel Jones, 1848.  The later 1880s headstone is also semicircular topped.  It commemorates 
Oliver Biles, died 1884, aged 15 months.  The headstone was by the mason, G Hamilton, Katoomba. 
 

 
Figure BH 19 

The main group of gravemarkers in the stockade section of Blackheath Cemetery 
From left: Samuel Jones, John Carrol, Thomas Head, Oliver Biles 
17 Sep 2001 
 
Near this row is a very small sandstone ledger slab with four corner posts.  Modern artificial flowers 
have been placed on this grave.  The ledger slab is illegible and has also been broken into several pieces.  
The damage appears very old. 
 
Another sandstone headstone stands a short distance away in a separate ‘row’.  It commemorates 
William Evans who ‘met his death by accident at the Katoomba Coal Mine’ in 1883.  This headstone 
also has a square footstone.  There are several surrounds nearby made from local stone pieces, which 
may mark the location of otherwise unmarked graves which were transferred from the old cemetery. 
 
Also separate from the other monuments, but nearby, is another sandstone low altar or ledger slab, to 
Robert Crawford, 1849.  The slab is becoming illegible. 
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Figure BH 20 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Monuments in stockade section 
Left: William Evans, Centre: Unmarked, Right: Robert Crawford 
17 Sep 2001 
 
Overall the ‘Stockade’ monuments are in reasonable condition for their age.  Although the ledger slabs 
are weathering and becoming illegible, all of the upright headstones are clearly legible.  Some more 
recent additions such as stone surrounds, gravel infill and artificial flowers are inappropriate for 
monuments of this era, and detract from their heritage value. 
 
WF14.6 Landscape 

The cemetery lies to the north of the Great Western Highway and is set back from the road.  A screen 
of trees consisting of alternating Chamaecyparis (False Cypress) and Liquidambar separates the 
cemetery from the highway.  Stumps, evidence of an earlier boundary plantation are marked on the 
National Trust listing card but these have been removed.  Inside the cemetery there are perimeter 
plantings of Juniper (Juniperus sp.), Holly (Ilex sp.)  Monterey Pines (Pinus radiata) and False Cypress 
(Chamaecyparis).  The central drive is lined by a row of Photinia sp. to its east in the old Roman 
Catholic section.  An unadorned modern shelter pavilion is sited to the west of the entrance drive.  
(Refer Figure BH 21) 
 
The central entrance drive leads into a circular driveway with plantings of Rhododendron sp., Watsonia 
sp. and waratahs (Telopea speciossima).  There are self seeded wattles throughout the cemetery.  The 
soil is sandy and the young planted and self seeded waratahs through the Church of England section 
are an appropriate plant for the area.  The Church of England section has freesias, rosemary (for 
remembrance), heath and Pyracantha sp. throughout it, with individual specimens of camellia and holly.  
Self-seeded plants of Spanish Broom and Cotoneaster are a problem for graves in the cemetery. 
 
Remnant native vegetation is also present throughout the unused parts of the cemetery area.  
Vegetation is principally eucalypt woodland with some understorey shrubs such as waratah, grevillea 
and lambertia, and native grasses also present.  
 
A simple gravelled bush track on the north-east corner of the cemetery leads to an area containing the 
headstones from the Blackheath Stockade.  Waratahs feature in the bush surrounding the cemetery.   
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The cemetery is currently used as a local short cut via a road by the Methodist section. 
 
WF14.7 Columbaria  

There are no columbaria at Blackheath Cemetery. 
 
WF14.8 Buildings 

A stretcher bond brick shelter shed with a hipped tile roof is situated beside the main driveway in the 
Church of England Section of the cemetery.  Stylistically it appears to be contemporary with the 
cemetery fencing along the highway boundary. 
 
The site of a former workman’s shed and toilet, is marked by remains of a concrete slab just west of the 
driveway near the Independent/Baptist section.  The shed was of timber and iron, and was destroyed 
by a bushfire (information from Laurie Clark). 
 

 
Figure BH 21 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Shelter pavilion near entry 
17 Sep 2001 
 
WF14.9 Condition 

The majority of the monumental masonry and other fabric within Blackheath Cemetery is in good 
condition.  Minor vandalism is evident, which tends to be concentrated close to the drives/access 
points.  The gradual but continual ageing of monuments is slowly causing the deterioration of the 
fabric of the cemetery.  The extreme temperatures and winter frosts may also be a factor in the ageing 
of some of the monuments, especially some of the older marble headstones with lead inlaid lettering.  
 
The newer monuments (post 1970s) are generally in good condition.  Many graves indicate continuing 
interest and regular visits by relatives of the deceased. 
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WF15 Historical Summary 
WF15.1 History 

The first burial-ground established in Blackheath was on the north side of what is now Railway 
Avenue.  This was the cemetery for soldiers and members of the convict road-gangs housed in 
Blackheath stockade from 1844 to 1849 ( Mountaineer, 8 July 1904), but was used subsequently by local 
people.  At least twenty-five people were buried there between 1845 and 1884, but the only legible 
gravemarkers cluster in the two separate periods 1845-9 and 1883-4.  It is not known whether the 
burial-ground was regularly used in the intervening period 1850-82, but in the early twentieth century it 
was referred to as the 'old cemetery' (Mountaineer, 15 March 1901). 
 
Blackheath developed rapidly in the 1880s and in August 1887 the present general cemetery was 
dedicated, lying just outside the village extension of 1883.  The new cemetery was an irregular shape 
and its denominational areas, while conventional in their relativities, were laid out in a fashion removed 
from the normal approved series of rectangles.  (Ref Figure BH 1)  In order of magnitude, from largest 
to smallest, the areas laid out in 1887 were: 
 Anglican 
 Catholic 
 Presbyterian 
 Methodist 
 Independent 
 Baptist. 
These denominational areas were only partially cleared and a substantial barrier of bush remained 
around the western, northern and eastern periphery, with plantings along the Great Western Highway 
to the south: an area of uncleared land separated the Presbyterians from the Methodists in the midst of 
the cemetery.  Less than half of the dedicated area has, even today, been cleared for burials. 
 
There is a large undesignated rectangle of land at the northern apex of the cemetery.  This was left 
vacant and uncleared in 1887.  In 1901, however, the Blackheath Progress Committee took up 'the 
matter of extending the lane for the railway through the old cemetery' and in August 1902 was seeking 
the removal of graves there (Mountaineer, 15 March 1901, 15 August 1902).  Finally in July 1904 the 
gravemarkers and the human remains below them and in unmarked locations were moved to the 
unoccupied north corner of the new cemetery.  There is a newspaper account of the exhumations.  By 
8 July 'some 25 graves' had been opened. 
 Nothing of very great interest has so far resulted, skulls and a few bones being the things 

found generally, the coffins being decayed.  In one instance a pair of boots with the leg bones 
were found and in another grave parts of a man's braces were found with the bones, in a partly 
decayed coffin proving that the persons had been buried with parts of their clothes.  The 
graves of soldiers who were over the convicts at the Blackheath stockade on being opened 
showed that they had been buried in sheets of bark and very little of their remains were left.  
(Mountaineer, 8 July 1904) 

 
There is no subsequent report in the Mountaineer, so presumably the operation was largely complete by 
8 July 1904. 
 
The markers re-erected in the new cemetery numbered seven, four from the stockade period, two from 
1883-4 and one small table-top stone which is barely legible.  (Refer Figure BH 19 and Figure BH 20) 
 
The main part of the new cemetery had the usual teething problems.  Still in 1903 only the Anglican 
and Catholic sections were in use, because the boundary fence promised by the Department of Lands 
had not yet been erected.  The various trustees for each denominational area were already appointed 
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although there was the customary problem of finding replacements when a trustee died or left the 
district (Mountaineer, 10 February 1902). 
 
The fencing seems to have been completed soon after 1903 and the earliest gravemarker in the 
Presbyterian section was erected for a lady who died in 1908 (Presbyterian 2/1, p.258): there are no 
gravemarkers, however, in the Independent and Methodist sections before 1913 and 1915 respectively 
(Ind.4/5 p.212; Methodist 4/2 p.241).  Unmarked graves of people who apparently died in 1900 in the 
Presbyterian section (2/2, 16, 21) and perhaps one in the Independent (4/4 p.211) are the only 
nineteenth-century burials recorded outside the Anglican and Catholic sections. 
 
A shelter shed was erected near the entry to the cemetery in the later twentieth century, (refer Figure 
BH 21) but the basic layout of the cemetery has remained unchanged. 
 
WF15.2 Graves of significant persons 

There are several people of local or national fame interred in Blackheath cemetery. 
 
Francis Boyce (1844-1931) (Anglican 3/17, 18 p.117)) was the formidable archdeacon of Sydney who 
wielded extensive power in the Anglican community.  A canon of St Andrew's Cathedral and for 46 
years rector of St Paul's at Redfern, Boyce was a skilful administrator, a staunch evangelical, a 
Temperance campaigner and a social reformer with a strong historical sense (K.J. Cable, Australian 
Dictionary of Biography VII, 1979, 368-9).  His first wife Caroline Stewart (1840-1918), daughter of the 
Scottish laird of Athol at Blayney, is buried with her husband and their distinguished eldest son, Sir 
Francis Boyce (1872-1940), barrister (the counsel for Jimmy Governor in 1900), judge, politician, 
Freemason, legal reformer and Temperance advocate, whose house in Station Street, Pymble, was also 
called Athol, is buried elsewhere in the cemetery (M. Rutledge, Australian Dictionary of Biography VII, 
1979, 369).  The local connection for the Boyces was Boscobel, 118 Govetts Leap Road (BH 126), the 
archdeacon's holiday and later retirement home.  (Refer Figure BH 6 and Figure BH 22) 
 

 
Figure BH 22 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Grave of the Hon. Mr Justice Francis Stewart Boyce and Norah Leslie Boyce 
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Mel Ward (1903-1966) (Anglican 6/40 p.150) was a biologist who gained local fame as the founder of 
an eclectic museum, first at the Hydro Majestic at Medlow Bath under Mark Foy's patronage, later at 
the Pyala Museum at Echo Point, Katoomba.  After twenty years of prominence in Blue Mountains 
affairs, including Blackheath Rotary Club, Ward died in 1966.  Though his widow, Halley (1910-1986) 
maintained the museum for some time, the collections were ultimately dispersed.  She is buried 
separately in the cemetery (Anglican 14/11 p.199).  (Figure BH 10) 
 
The Delaney family was originally at Moyne Farm, the earliest homestead over the Mountains, 
established by John Grant in 1821.  Nicholas Delany (1855-1928) was involved with the inn at the 
foot of Victoria Pass, the stone two-storied Rosedale, and with the creation of Nioka next door, and 
also ran a butchery and bakery at Mount Victoria with his family.  Nicholas, his wife Bertha and other 
members of the extended family are buried in one plot (Anglican 6/11, 12 p.244).  Refer Figure BH 23) 
 

 
Figure BH 23 

Blackheath Cemetery 
Family burial plot of Nick Delany 
17 Sep 2001 
 
Henry Mortlock (1845-1915 (Anglican 3/15, 16 p.116) was the father of the well-known manager of 
Hoskins' Blast Furnace at Lithgow, William Mortlock.  In his old age Henry lived with his son at 
Eskbank House, the official residence of the senior works executive, and died there in 1915 (R.I. Jack 
in Simpson Dawbin, Lithgow Blast Furnace CMP, 1997, 37).  Refer Figure BH 8 
 
John Cliff (1845-1902) was a railwayman whose wife Lucy (1840-1905) was the railway-crossing-
keeper at Medlow Bath, where they occupied the 1867 cottage which survives (BH 006).  Their son 
Thomas (1866-1943), buried in the same plot (Anglican 3/2, 3 p.114), was the local dairyman and later 
municipal gardener, who is commemorated in the layout of Blackheath Memorial Park and of the 
railway gardens.  ( E. Kaldy, Medlow 1883 and Now, 1983, 7, 9) (Figure BH 7) 
 
Eleanor Dark (1901-1985), the distinguished novelist, whose home, Varuna in Katoomba (K 083), is 
now a writers' centre, is also buried at Blackheath (Anglican 5/21,22 p.136), along with her husband, 
Dr Eric Payten Dark (1889-1987) and her father, Dowell O'Reilly (1865-1923), a schoolmaster, author 
and public servant.  O’Reilly’s body was exhumed and re-interred, probably in south Head Cemetery 
(Wood Coffill Records) (Figure BH 9) 
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WF16 Assessment of Significance 
WF16.1 Application of State Heritage Office Criteria 

Criterion Level of 
Significance 

WF16.1.1 Criterion (a): An item is important in the course, or pattern, 
of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area) 

 

Blackheath Cemetery provides documentary evidence about the origins and 
nature of the local community over the past 100 years.  The monuments are 
a direct record of the local area's population, including its origins and 
composition.  The cemetery is the burial place of many historically 
significant local identities and business people, and several more widely 
known individuals.  Some monuments include biographical details and the 
adjacent groupings of monuments often reflect family connections, for 
example the burial of Eleanor Dark in her father’s grave plot. 

Local 

WF16.1.2 Criterion (b): An item has strong or special association with 
the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 
cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

Blackheath Cemetery contains the graves and monuments of individuals 
from all classes and social levels, providing a complete cross-section of the 
society that has existed in the local area over the past 100 years.  The 
cemetery contains some substantial monuments indicative of a prosperous 
local community.  The cemetery monuments are representative of the beliefs 
and tastes of the local community. 

Blackheath Cemetery also includes several significant monuments relocated 
from the former stockade cemetery.  These monuments record several 
individuals associated with the stockade occupation. 

Local 

 

 

 
State 

WF16.1.3 Criterion (c): An item is important in demonstrating 
aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or 
technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 

 

The monuments and surrounds in the cemetery display the work of a range 
of local and non-local firms.  The majority are of typical and standard 
monumental designs.  A few display considerable creative and technical 
accomplishment, indicative of a high degree of skill in their execution.  They 
include the surviving 1840s headstones relocated from the stockade 
cemetery, and the unusual large cement rendered ‘broken column’ 
monument. 

The surviving landscape of the cemetery demonstrates the use of a 
particularly unusual formal layout and the remnants of some earlier planting 
schemes in combination with the textural variety provided by individual 
grave plantings and monumental elements.   

The areas of native vegetation in the cemetery, particularly those where 

Local 

 

 

 

Local 

 
 
 
Local 
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waratahs occur naturally, have aesthetic and natural values. 

WF16.1.4 Criterion (d): An item has strong or special association with 
a particular community or cultural group in NSW (or the 
local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 

 

The detailed transcripts compiled by the Blue Mountains Family History 
Group indicate that the cemetery has some contemporary community 
esteem and that there is interest in the preservation of the information 
recorded by the monuments in the cemetery. 

Some monuments, such as that recently erected for Dave Magoffin in 2001, 
indicate a special association with particular ‘communities of interest’ in his 
case, rowing and the Brisbane Boys College.  Other individuals such as the 
clergyman F B Boyce and the novelist Eleanor Dark are also widely known 
and respected beyond the local area. 

Local 

 
 

State 

WF16.1.5 Criterion (e): An item has potential to yield information that 
will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local 
area) 

 

Completion of further research, including more detailed family history may 
yield new insights into local relationships and historic and social 
connections.  Additional research would provide more information about 
the individuals commemorated on the stockade cemetery headstones. 

Local 

WF16.1.6 Criterion (f): An item possesses uncommon, rare or 
endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or 
the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

 

Blackheath Cemetery also includes five surviving significant Colonial-era 
monuments which record individuals who died during the 1840s.  These 
headstones are rare and valuable in a local context, since they document the 
burials of individuals prior to Civil Registration.  They are also significant 
physical reminders of the presence of the Blackheath Stockade, established 
in the area from 1844 to 1849.  Blackheath was the last roadside stockade in 
NSW. 

Blackheath Cemetery includes monuments to people of significance in the 
history of the local area, and some of significance to the wider community at 
a State level.  Some headstones in the cemetery are of relatively high quality 
in a local context. 

State 

 

 

 

State  

 

WF16.1.7 Criterion (g): An item is important in demonstrating the 
principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s (or the local 
area’s) cultural or natural places or environments 

 

Blackheath Cemetery contains representative examples of the range of 
monumental masonry available over the past 100 years.  The monuments 
chosen for the cemetery reflect the aspirations and economic circumstances 

Local 
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of the local community. 

 
WF16.2 Summary Statement of Significance 

Blackheath General Cemetery is an important component of the heritage of the City of Blue Mountains 
as it directly records a number of individuals and families prominent in local and wider State history.  It 
provides a direct historical record of the people of the local district for over a century and is still in use. 
 
Blackheath Cemetery includes five significant surviving Colonial-era monuments dating to the 1840s.  
They are early and locally rare monuments which document the presence of an important roadside 
convict stockade in the local area. 
 
Blackheath Cemetery demonstrates the use of a particularly unusual formal layout.  It also contains the 
remnants of some earlier planting schemes and large areas of remnant indigenous vegetation in the 
areas originally reserved for cemetery sections but not yet developed or used. 
 
Blackheath General Cemetery contains a representative range of many nineteenth and twentieth 
century monument types, executed by a range of monumental masons, including local and regional 
firms from Sydney.  These monuments are important for their ability to demonstrate the craft skills and 
the attitudes of past generations.  
 
Using the assessment framework provided by the NSW Heritage Criteria, the Blackheath Cemetery 
qualifies as an item of STATE Heritage Significance. 
 
 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  BLACKHEATH CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 98 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

WF17 Constraints and Opportunities 
WF17.1 The Burra Charter 

References in parentheses refer to the relevant articles of the Burra Charter.  Reference should be made 
to the copy of the Burra Charter in the Appendix 2 of Volume 1 of this report.  
 
BH5.1.1  The cultural significance of the cemetery should be maintained.  Provision should be made 

for its security, maintenance and future.  (Article 2) 
 
BH5.1.2 All conservation work should be based on respect for the extant fabric and should involve 

minimal intervention to existing fabric.  (Article 3) 
 
BH5.1.3 An appropriate visual setting for the cemetery should be maintained.  No new construction 

or other development which detracts from the heritage value or context of the cemetery 
should occur.  Environmental intrusions which will adversely affect the appreciation or 
enjoyment of the place should be excluded.  (Article 8) 

 
BH5.1.4 All fabric within the cemetery should remain in its historical location.  Relocation of fabric 

should not occur unless moving it is the sole means of ensuring its survival.  Any fabric 
removed under these circumstances should be returned to its correct location if changed 
circumstances make this feasible (Article 9 and Article 10) 

 
BH5.1.5 All features of the existing cemetery should be taken into consideration.  Fabric from all 

periods should be recognised as contributing to the significance of the cemetery.  (Article 16) 
 
BH5.16. Where appropriate, reconstruction should be limited to the reproduction of fabric the form 

of which is known from physical and/or documentary evidence.  (Article 19) 
 
BH5.1.7 Any major work on a cemetery should be preceded by a detailed study or plan.  Existing 

fabric should be recorded prior to disturbance.  (Article 23) 
 
BH5.1.8 Disturbance of fabric should only occur to provide evidence needed to make decisions on 

the conservation of the cemetery.  (Article 24)  
 
BH5.1.9 The process of decision making and individuals responsible should be identified.  (Article 

26) 
 
BH5.1.10 Appropriate professional direction and supervision should be maintained at all stages of the 

work.  (Article 27)  
 
BH5.1.11 Records should be kept of new evidence and subsequent decisions.  (Articles 25 and 27) 
 
BH5.1.12 Copies of all reports and records should be placed in a permanent archive and made publicly 

accessible.  (Article 28). 
 
WF17.2 Significance 

Considering the significance of the cemetery, the following constraints and opportunities can be stated: 
 
BH5.2.1 Blackheath Cemetery should be retained and conserved in accordance with established 

conservation principles. 
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BH5.2.2 The setting of the cemetery should be maintained. 
 
BH5.2.3 Existing elements of the previous cemetery landscape and landscape design, including 

plantings, should be conserved and should be sympathetically maintained. 
 
BH5.2.4 All cemetery monuments should be retained and conserved. 
 
BH5.2.5 All grave surrounds, including ironwork and stone kerbing should be retained and 

conserved. 
 
BH5.2.6 Monument layout and orientation should not be altered. 
 
BH5.2.7 The significant monuments from the old stockade cemetery should be conserved. 
 
WF17.3 Heritage Listings 

Blackheath Cemetery is listed on the Schedule of Heritage Items under Blue Mountains City Council 
LEP 1991.  This listing means that the place is subject to the Heritage Provisions of that LEP. 
 
It is also listed on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.).  While this listing has no 
statutory authority, listing on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) is considered an 
authoritative indication of a place’s significance. 
 
WF17.4 Zoning 

Blackheath Cemetery is zoned Special Uses A, which is appropriate to its use as a cemetery. 
 
WF17.5 Condition 

WF17.5.1 Monuments 

Most monuments in the cemetery are in fair condition.  However, several monuments are gradually 
becoming brittle with age and would be vulnerable to future vandalism.  Some of the ‘stockade’ 
monuments are weathering and becoming illegible.  No monuments in the cemetery require urgent 
conservation work. 
 
The cemetery does not appear to be subject to much vandalism. 

WF17.5.2 Vegetation 

The vegetation on the site is in good condition.  There appears to be only a few problems with weeds 
and inappropriate grave plantings.  Self-seeded plants of Spanish Broom and Cotoneaster are a 
problem for graves in the cemetery. 
 
The retention of substantial amounts of natural vegetation contributes to the visual amenity of this 
cemetery. 

WF17.5.3 Buildings 

The shelter building appears to be in good condition and does not present any constraints. 
 
There is no provision for toilets at this cemetery and no workshed. 
 
WF17.6 Future Burials 

There is adequate space remaining at the cemetery for future burials for many years. 
WF17.7 Internment of Ashes 
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There is no formal provision for the internment of ashes at Blackheath Cemetery.  A memorial walk 
has been proposed in the lower part of the Presbyterian section. 
 
WF17.8 Community Values and Desires 

The publication of cemetery transcripts (Our Past Blue Mountaineers) by the Blue Mountains Local 
History Society is evidence of the value which the community places on the cemetery.  This value 
should be recognised by the ongoing conservation of the cemetery. 
 
There is an additional need to continue to provide an attractive burial place for the local community 
and the cemetery must be managed so that it can continue to serve that function.   
 
WF17.9 Location and Neighbourhood 

The location of the cemetery on the outskirts of Blackheath does not present any problems with the 
continued use of the site as a cemetery. 
 
The use of the cemetery as a pedestrian short cut provides increased surveillance of the site. 
 
WF17.10 Access 

Access to the cemetery is directly from the Great Western Highway.  At present, this presents no major 
problems but could pose difficulties if the highway was to be widened. 
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WF18 Conservation Policies 
These policies should be read in conjunction with Section 1 of the Conservation Management Plan.  
The policies in Section 1 provide general guidance.  Policies specific to Blackheath Cemetery are 
contained within this section. 
 
Specific policies are given in italics.  Additional notes are given in normal type. 
 
WF18.1 General 

Blackheath Cemetery should be conserved in accordance with the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS and other 
appropriate guidelines including those published by the National Trust and the Heritage Council of NSW.   
 
Blackheath Cemetery is an item of environmental heritage for the local area, and continues to 
provide an essential public service for the surrounding community.  The cemetery has local historic 
and social value for current and future generations.  
 
WF18.2 Setting  

The present boundaries of the cemetery should be maintained, and appropriate screening, (ie. visual buffer formed by 
vegetation), should be maintained and, where necessary, reinforced around the site. 
 
One of the significant components of the cemetery is its setting amid remnant bushland on the east, 
north and west sides of the cemetery which provides a visual backdrop to the place.  This bushland 
should be maintained and, if necessary, reinforced. 
 
The formal plantings on the south boundary of the cemetery should be maintained and where necessary, reinforced. 
 
The formal plantings of trees along the south boundary of the cemetery contribute to the cemetery 
and provide screening from the adjacent highway.  These should be maintained and, if necessary, 
reinforced. 
 
WF18.3 Layout 

Maintain the general layout of the cemetery including its central roadway, secondary roads and paths. 
 
Allow some modification of the divisions of the cemetery to provide space for new burials for Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics. 
 
The layout of the cemetery reflects the values of the late nineteenth century when it was established.  
The roads and paths contribute to its character and should be maintained. 
 
Much of the area allocated for Anglican and Roman Catholic burials has been used up.  However, 
there is space in the general section of the cemetery which has not been cleared for burials.  Likewise, 
much of the Presbyterian section has not yet been used.  Some careful modification of areas to meet 
future demands could be allowed. 
 
WF18.4 Planting 

WF18.4.1 General 

The present boundaries of the cemetery should be maintained, and an appropriate visual buffer formed by vegetation 
should be retained around the site.  
 
 Encourage the growth and planting of waratahs and other native species eg.  Banksia throughout the cemetery. 
 
The existing native vegetation within parts of the cemetery should be conserved where this does not 
preclude the expansion of future burial areas.  Ground cover should continue to be provided by 
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existing low-scale native species including shrubs and waratahs, and small scale traditional grave 
plantings. 
 
All of the site boundaries should be securely fenced to provide clear demarcation of the cemetery 
area. 
 

WF18.4.2 Trees 

The existing native trees and understorey should be maintained. 
 
The character of the cemetery is derived in a large part from the surviving native plantings.  
Maintaining these, with their understorey, will ensure their character is conserved. 
 

WF18.4.3 Grave Plantings 

Restrict grave plantings to low scale bulbs, ground covers, grasses and shrubs which will not destabilize monuments. 
 
Cut and poison grave plantings which are unsuitable and have the potential to destabilise monuments... 
 
Grave plantings must be restricted to a small scale creepers and shrubs to ensure they do not cause 
damage to the associated or nearby graves.  Larger plants also tend to obscure adjacent graves.  
Existing inappropriate plantings should be removed before they cause further damage.  This should 
be by cut and poison methods rather than attempting to remove root systems as this might also 
dislodge monuments. 
 

WF18.4.4 Grasses 

Where possible, implement a native grasses regeneration program. 
 

WF18.4.5 Weeds 

Cut and poison self-seeded Spanish Broom and Cotoneaster. 
Trim large bushes of Holly away from monuments in the Church of England section 
 
WF18.5 Buildings 

The shelter and its immediate surrounding is of a harsh appearance.  Consider planting around the 
structure to soften its appearance. 
 
WF18.6 Maintenance and Repair 

The current maintenance regime (mowing, etc) is acceptable at this site.  Poisoning should not be 
used where it may affect the survival of deliberate grave plantings.  
 
Consideration could be given to developing a more sympathetic landscape treatment which 
emphasises the elements of the older design such as the main drive.  It should also deal with the 
effects of possible future Highway widening. 
 
The condition of the ‘stockade’ monuments should be periodically monitored.  If necessary 
inscriptions may be re-blacked to make stones more legible, this requires a specialised trade 
professional using traditional formulas and techniques. 
 
Intrusive, more modern elements such as surrounds and gravel have been added around the 
‘stockade’ headstones.  No further elements should be added. 
 
WF18.7 New Elements 

WF18.7.1 General 



BLUE MOUNTAINS CEMETERIES  BLACKHEATH CEMETERY 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

HUBERT ARCHITECTS  Final 103 
in conjunction with 28 April, 2003  
SIOBHAN LAVELLE, R. IAN JACK  
& COLLEEN MORRIS 

New elements such as seating, maintenance buildings etc within the cartilage of the cemetery should be carefully 
considered to ensure they do not intrude on the character of the cemetery. 
 
In general the introduction of new elements into the cemetery or its curtilage is not recommended.  
If new elements (for example seating) become desirable for future development of the site, the 
precise need, location and design would require careful future consideration in order that such 
elements did not diminish or obscure the cultural significance of the place.   
 
New elements may be introduced into the cemetery if required, for example columbaria, seating, or 
other elements.  Consideration should be given to design and siting of any new elements so that they 
do not become intrusive (eg use of screen planting, not positioned close to old burial areas, etc).  A 
garden area for the placement of ashes might be established in areas unsuitable for burials or not yet 
heavily used. 
 
It may be desirable to provide a new toilet block and/or workshed.  This could be done on the site 
of the former workshed but must be carefully designed and screened to minimise its impact on the 
overall visual amenity of the cemetery. 
 

WF18.7.2 New Burials and Monuments 

Continue burials in established areas of the cemetery.  New burials should continue pattern of existing paths and rows. 
 
All new work or fabric must be compatible with the existing character of the site.  

WF18.7.3 Columbaria 

Allow new columbaria which are sympathetic to the character of the cemetery.   
 
New columbaria should be located in the general section of the cemetery. 
 
Columbaria are appropriate for the continued use of the cemetery, but there design and location 
should be sympathetic to the overall character of the cemetery. 
 
Locating the columbaria in the general section provides a neutral location for future ashes.  
 

WF18.7.4 Minimum Maintenance Sections 

Allow the establishment of a minimum maintenance section within the general section of the cemetery.   
 
Any new minimum maintenance section should be clearly defined from the existing section of the cemetery (ie. not 
intermingled with existing rows.) 
 
Screen any new minimum maintenance sections from existing burial areas by maintaining a border of the existing dry 
sclerophyll forest between the sections.  
 
A minimum maintenance section could be established at Blackheath Cemetery.  However, it must be 
located where it has minimal visual impact on the overall character of the existing cemetery.  
Maintaining a border of native plantings between the main area and a future minimum maintenance 
section would ensure visual separation. 
 

WF18.7.5 Memorial Gardens and Walks 

Allow the establishment of a memorial garden or walk in the previously uncleared general section of the cemetery.  Any 
new memorial garden or walk should be designed to work with the existing native bushland. 
 
There is a proposal to install a memorial walk for the internment of ashes in the lower Presbyterian 
section.  The design of the memorial walk should be informal and similar to the bush track that leads 
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to the Blackheath Stockade memorial.  The walk should meander through the natural vegetation and 
follow a route of minimal impact.  A strict policy of no exotic plantings should be implemented.  
 
WF18.8 Fencing 

WF18.9 Signage 

Include on signage at the entry the following information: 
- Blackheath Cemetery 
- Plan showing sections of cemetery 
- A request not to damage the monuments  
- A telephone number for the relevant contact personnel at the Blue Mountains City Council 
Maintain signs indicating the various sections of the cemetery 
Provide and maintain simple row markers of an appropriate design. 
 
WF18.10 Uses 

The site should continue to be used as a cemetery. 
The significance of the site is in its use as a cemetery and this use should not change. 
 
WF18.11 Interpretation 

An informative and sympathetically designed sign or other interpretative media may be introduced to the site. 
 
Refer to the general section for other aspects of interpretation. 
 
Community support for the conservation of the cemetery should be encouraged through limited 
circulation of information on the history and heritage value of the cemetery to interested parties (eg 
local historical society).  
 
Continuing research and publication about the cemetery should be encouraged, particularly as 
additional information might be found which would further assist the development of conservation 
policy and interpretation.  
 
An informative and sympathetically designed sign or other interpretative media may be introduced to 
the site.  This would be particularly useful in the area containing the old stockade graves. 
 
WF18.12 Access 

Maintain existing access to the cemetery from the Great Western Highway. 
 
The layout of the cemetery is arranged to suit access from the Great Western Highway.  It is an 
unusual cemetery plan and this must be respected in the future use of the cemetery.  It has no major 
cross axis which relates to other roads in the area to provide a suitable alternative access.  The short 
cut walking track through the cemetery is not suitable for adaptation to an alternative access. 
 
WF18.13 Security and Vandalism 

Encourage local residents to assist with monitoring activity at the cemetery.  
 
Include a request not to damage monuments on the sign for the site. 
 
Blackheath Cemetery remains in good condition, with the majority of its monuments being intact. 
 
The site is regularly maintained, and it is known that a ‘cared-for’ appearance assists in discouraging 
vandals.  The cemetery is in an area away from the town, but beside a busy highway, which may deter 
vandals.  
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Local residents in areas adjoining the cemetery might also be asked to assist with the monitoring of 
activity at the cemetery site, and should be encouraged to report any untoward activity.  This could 
be requested in a letter-box drop to the property owners in the adjacent streets. 
 
Any future cemetery signage could include a request not to damage the site and might also suggest 
that it is regularly patrolled by Council rangers.  Rangers should be assigned to make periodic visits. 
 
WF18.14 Statutory Protection 

Endorse the zoning of Blackheath Cemetery as Special Uses – Cemeteries under Draft LEP 2002. 
 
Endorse the listing of Blackheath Cemetery as a heritage item on the heritage schedule of Draft LEP 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


